
  

                                                                4 

 

Bats in Beds                                       The newsletter of the Bedfordshire Bat Group  Jan  2017  Vol 113 

As we said in the last issue this 

project came about because two 

members gave sizeable donations to 

the bat group One from a member 

who like the way we do scientific 

research and the other from one who 

liked the way we try to involve 

people  We hope this project will do 

both . The Bedfordshire Bat Group is 

active one with over half the 

members coming out to at least one 

event each season. 

We are aware that a number of 

members never come out for a whole 

variety of reasons. Don’t get me 

wrong, it is not a sin just to be a 

member who read the occasional 

newsletter. While we encourage 

people to come out on surveys, we 

understand that this can be difficult 

if you work, have family 

commitments or indeed a life. Or 

maybe spending time with the Mad 

Folk of the bat group puts you off. 

(We haven’t eaten a member for 

years) 

It may be your idea of hell to be out 

in a wood at night. (It isn’t). But you 

liked bats enough to join the group, 

so you presumably have an interest 

in them. Pinpoint bat is our attempt 

to address this issue and detect bats 

as and when (within limits) you 

want to. 

 

Of course have an ulterior motive it 

also allows us to get a better 

coverage of data for Bedfordshire 

We wanted to make this a seamless 

project which is why we have been 

looking at how the data we collect is 

processed  

Things are moving rapidly in the 

world of detectors and we want to 

harness these changes. But most of 

all we want to harness you! 

 
The aim of this project bat is to give 

members a chance of collecting data 

without needing to come out on 

surveys or to own any specialised 

equipment. 

At its most simple we envision it 

happening like this. Let’s take a very 

simple example. 

 

A Simple Example: 
Bats in your garden 
You see bats in your bat garden and 

wonder what they are. 

1. You contact us and book a kit 

for a particular period 

2. You collect a kit from us, at 

which point we explain how 

the detector works and give 

you a booklet with all the 

information you need 

3. You complete the record sheet 

4. You set up the detector in your 

garden and let the detector 

record any passing bat 

5. You return the kit and the  

completed record sheet to us 

6. We the download the 

recordings analyse them and 

send you a species list. This 

may take a week or two 

depending on demand. 

If it is a nice evening you can sit out 

and watch the bats (NB beer not 

provided). If it is chilly, leave the 

detector in its protective box and go 

back inside. The recorder can record 

calls. (If you are planning to leave it 

overnight use the camouflage netting 

so a passing hedgehog or other 

miscreant does not steal it.) 

 
 

The Next Stage : 
Moving about 
You have a favourite route for 

walking your dog at night, a 

favourite pub to which you drive, to 

a favourite spot for night fishing. 

(MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 

PERMISSION IF YOU GO ON 

PRIVATE PROPERTY.) Exactly the 

same as the simple example, but it is 

crucial you set the GPS working. 

Your location when you hear each 

bat will then be recorded so that, in 

addition to the species list we can 

produce a map which shows exactly 

where you went and which species 

you recorded along the route. 

 

 

Getting more involved 
You can help out with processing 

the data in a number of ways, 

starting simply and getting more 

complex. You can back out at any 

stage! 

 

 You copy the recording you 

made to the memory stick 

provided 

 You use the software provided 

by Danny to link the GPS data 

and the sound files.  

 You could use auto ID software 

to have a first stab at analysing 

the recordings. You return the 
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memory stick, with the results 

file, to us.  

  If you have a working 

knowledge of sonogram 

analysis, you can use software 

to check the IDs yourself. You 

fill in a spreadsheet and, again, 

send the results to us. 

 

We plan to write very detailed 

instructions on the members’ 

only section of the website and 

in an information pack we are 

writing.

 

 

 

The Timid Trainees! 
Graham and Catherine 

Brown have been 

members of the bat 

group for a while, but 

hadn’t risked coming out, 

but that was to change  

 

Hopefully this may encourage 

a few of you to join in the 

fun next year 

  
 

 

 

 

We were amongst the five volunteers 

on the recent trapping expedition 

into the bowels of Laurel Wood in 

Ampthill, reported on in the October 

newsletter. As newcomers it was a 

somewhat surreal experience 

searching in the dark for our hosts, 

deep in the wood, then settling down 

together in a huddle, eating cake. We 

did our best to fit in and began to 

forget why we were there! 

Fortunately a supply of wonderful 

furry little creatures started to come 

in from the traps, which brought us 

back to reality and were a delight to 

behold. The almost prehensile ears of 

the brown long-eared were especially 

fascinating. We have seen captive 

bats in the past, but to see so many in 

the hand and in their natural 

environment was really quite 

extraordinary and a special treat. 

As keen bird watchers we have come 

to realise that most  

#of what we do following that 

interest is spontaneous, something 

which doesn’t carryover very well 

into the world of bats. I begin to 

suspect that our DNA has a bat-

deficiency, as we have yet to acquire 

the habit of making regular forays 

into the dead of night, with our own 

detector. We have also wrestled in 

vain with the dark art of working 

with the software essential for 

making sense of the recordings we 

have made to date. 

  

 

 

To our enormous pleasure and relief 

Bob and Jude kindly visited us 

recently and took us through the 

intricacies of bat sound analysis, in 

the privacy of our own home. Good 

grief! I have worked in the distant 

past on military radar projects, but 

never realised I would have to delve 

into the rusty old memory banks, to 

study the furry wonders that wiz 

around as they do.  To our utter 

delight and wonder it transpires that 

we have successfully recorded 

pipistrelles, sopranos and common, 

Natterer’s and a brown long-eared. 

Would you credit that?! Even a 

feeding frenzy, (Ed: Feeding buzz) 

straight out of the text books –wow. 

Now that the clocks have changed 

we need to hone our skills in using 

this software, not to mention the 

detector itself, so that we can emerge, 

hopefully far better equipped, when 

the bats résumé normal service next 

spring. 

 I like to think we had a hand in 

drawing Bob’s attention to the 

Peersonic detector, which he 

reviewed in the October newsletter, 

but we have some catching up to do 

when using ours. We are learning, if 

slowly. We now have head torches, 

so that at least we can look more the 

part in future and may even be able 

to see where we’re going. 

 Did someone mention cake? 

 Graham and Catherine 
Brown.

 

,  

On the following pages we go into more detail about ) GPS, GIS and QGIS (page 6), give you an overview of 

how the techniques for identifying bats  has changed.( page 7) the bat group data base (strictly speaking  a 

series of  spreadsheets ( page  8) None of which is essential to fully grasp to take part in Pinpoint Bat 


