
  

                                                                8 

 

Bats in Beds                                       The newsletter of the Bedfordshire Bat Group     July 2014 Vol 105 
 

Our Visit to the Isle of 
Wight Bat Hospital 

 

Kelly Robinson took a well 

earned break, but of course 

it wasn’t bat-free 
Photo: Copyright IOW bat hospital 

Hedj and I, along with a couple of 

friends collect the holiday vouchers 

from the paper. With my friends set, 

we decided to go south again, 

however the south coast got booked 

up really quickly and the only area 

left was the Isle of Wight. So we 

booked up ... plus the only dates 

available happened to be my 

birthday weekend: hooray! 

 So I chose to call up Donna Street 

who runs the bat hospital and 

arranged a visit.  I was also invited to 

attend a bat walk on the Friday 

night, which was great as my mate, 

Paula, has never been on one despite 

my efforts to get her out. She loved it 

as she got to meet a Serotine and a 

Noctule. When Graham (Donna's 

husband) gave my friend a bat 

detector, she was off and we had to 

catch her up! 

 

Donna and Graham have been 

running the hospital since 1997 and 

offer a 24/7 service. The hospital is 

ran from their house and is mostly 

contained in their sons’ old bedroom 

- one way of making sure  the 

fledglings don't come home to roost! 

Plus with their normal jobs they pack 

a lot in! They do have volunteers that 

go to their house and help them out 

and have a friend who recently got a 

licence to keep bats and has built a 

flight cage in her garden which will 

help them greatly. 

They have a 77% success rate on 

release of bats and hold a licence to 

keep up to 50 bats for six months or 

longer, which is a required condition 

if you have long-term patients/ 

permanent captives due to bats being 

a protected species. 

One permanent captive that will get 

used for education is a one-winged 

Barbastelle who is a recent addition: 

they think that someone stepped on 

her and did irreversible damage to 

her shoulder, so the vet had to take 

the decision to amputate whilst she 

was with him. I met her whilst I was 

there and she has a lovely nature. 

 

What I really wanted to see was a 

grey long-eared which unfortunately 

they did not have whilst I was there, 

but one came in the week after ... 

typical!! 

 

One interesting bat I met was 

Beswick, a male Pip with most of his 

wing membrane missing. Below are 

some photos of Beswick both when 

he arrived and six months later. 

When we met Beswick it was eight 

months after and the wing had 

nearly all grown back. They are 

hoping to flight test him over the 

summer and fingers crossed, release 

him. It’s amazing how well the wing 

has healed. 

                                                         

 I know some people don't agree on 

naming bats in care, but for these 

guys it is the best way to keep track 

of the bats at the hospital as they 

have a hospital board with cards 

with details of the bat and any 

medication the bat may be on.  

They have two areas for bats: bats 

that are needing medication, feeding 

by hand and releasable bats on one 

side, and on the other side any 

permanent guests. They also have a 

naming book and go through themes 

- Greek gods and goddesses is the 

current one with the Barbastelle 

being called Aphrodite. They keep 

paper records, one of which is a sheet 

to send off to Maggie Brown so she 

can be kept informed. 

 

Donna gave me some great tips as 

well, which I shall pass onto Beds bat 

carers, and they have wonderful 

support from their 'experienced in 

bats' vet who only charges for 

consumables (a bit like Acorn house 

in Bedford, as they have a good 

wildlife policy now) and has no 

problem with operating on such tiny 

mammals. In fact Donna told me a 

story of a bat that died on his table 

but he managed to resuscitate it as he 

is very passionate.  

The hospital is supported financially 

by Donna and Graham's pocket and 

any donations received, with a lot of 

support from the local community. 
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The local pet store did a mealworm 

fund-raiser for them by allowing 

people to buy a box for the hospital, 

so the next time Donna went to get 

some the account had money in it 

from donations. They spend 

approximately £2,000 per year on 

mealworms alone. 

Donna also told me about a study 

they are involved in currently:  

Stacey Wareing from Reading 

university  “Bats and breathable 

membrane”. The membrane goes up 

behind the roost bags and is well 

stuck down. They are applying 

caution with the larger apertures on 

the membrane and the bats in the 

aviary. It should prove to be a very 

interesting paper once it is 

completed. 

 

Situated where they are, they 

occasionally get the odd European 

species as well: Kuhl's Pipistrelle and 

Parti Coloured bat have both paid a 

visit to the hospital. They also get 

phone calls from abroad seeking 

advice, which they are always 

willing to give - so that's worth 

bearing in mind if you need help as 

these guys are very passionate, 

experienced and friendly!!! 

Finally, if you are ever on the island 

give them a buzz and pay them a 

visit - it’s worth it! Also their 

volunteers run a Facebook page for 

them now and are revamping the 

website, so check those out for more 

information on the above , photos of 

the hospital and video clips. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Isl

e-of-Wight-Bat-

Hospital/223408724459372?id=223408

724459372&sk=info 

 

http://iowbathospital.org.uk/ 

 

Photo by Hedj 

Dollman 

 

P.S. 

Committee- 

Hedj wants 

one of 

these.... 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
Brilliant cheap detector 
and a surreal disclaimer 
 

In May Bill Champkin treated 

himself to one of the “ultrasonic 

detectors” being sold by Argos, for 

the bargain price of £8 and waxed 

lyrical about it.  

 

 I put a post in the Bedfordshire Bat 

Group Facebook page and several  

other bat group members bought one 

and were equally impressed. 

 

They are now available from Toys R 

Us for £9.96. 

 

 

You might be put off by the device’s  

cheapness, but it is quite impressive, 

and ideal for someone who wants a 

starting point. It is being produced 

with the Discovery Chanel to 

encourage children’s interest. 

 

Bob and Jude bought one to put on 

the stall and take to talks and were 

greatly amused by the labelling on 

the box: 

“T he hearing items shown on the 

box .... are not included”.  Sure as 

hell beats “Batteries not included“.  

In the same vein as Starbucks 

warning you that their cups contain 

hot liquid.

 
 

Angie Cornwell limped round the first Stockgrove Survey of the year but her injured knee 

didn’t appreciate it. She has been told to rest said area for the rest of the season and so she 

must sit out the rest of the surveys. Geraldine and Dick Hogg kindly agreed to take over the 

co-ordination of the project. We wish Angie a speedy recovery. We are missing her. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Isle-of-Wight-Bat-Hospital/223408724459372?id=223408724459372&sk=info
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Isle-of-Wight-Bat-Hospital/223408724459372?id=223408724459372&sk=info
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Isle-of-Wight-Bat-Hospital/223408724459372?id=223408724459372&sk=info
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