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A spectacular new bat 
site in Beds 
Photo: Friends of Tiddenfoot 

It’s a bit embarrassing to admit this, 

but in 26 years of the bat group no 

one, as far as we know, has ever been 

to Tiddenfoot Water Park  near 

Leighton Buzzard with a detector.  

We spotted it when looking for 

possible Nathusius sites on an OS 

map and, after a daylight reccy 

earlier this month, we returned with 

detectors on April 8th. As we drove 

into the car park we noticed there 

were horses in the field opposite and, 

as one, thought: “Serotines” (which 

like feeding on dung beetles that live 

on horse dung). 

The site was busy when we arrived -  

people walking their dogs or coaxing 

reluctant dogs back into cars, people 

without dogs strolling for the fun of 

it, runners doing a circuit of the lake, 

fishermen in the space we had 

thought would be a good netting site 

– but tonight we were only going to 

do a detector survey. Swans floated 

impassively and photogenically on 

the sunset-stained water, and the 

land absorbed the people effortlessly. 

It felt like we were the only people 

there. 

As dusk fell another life form 

swarmed over the land. The tree 

cover here is well established and 

provides lots of cover and the lake 

was as calm as a mill pond. Soprano 

and Common Pipistrelles cavorted 

amongst the trees while Noctules 

flew higher in the sky, giving long 

echolocation calls to mark their 

mastery of the air high above the 

lake. Ducks came close to beg, in 

vain, for a titbit or two (unimpressed 

when we told them we had no bread 

and in any case it was bad for them). 

We were only 30 minutes into the 

survey when the heavens opened 

and we retreated, leaving the bats 

and ducks to their own devices. 

The early finish meant we could look 

at the sonograms last night. We had 

missed some Myotis – probably 

Daubenton’s given the habitat – but 

best of all, were able to confirm that 

there were indeed Serotines over the 

lake. 

On May 12th  we returned and this 

time the rain did not pour down, but 

the Serotines did. We had Serotines 

on the detector for a solid 20 minutes 

and both Common and Soprano pips 

were nonstop. In the 89 minutes I 

recorded, only three minutes were 

without bat calls. 

We went back with two harp traps 

on May 30th and it was uncannily 

quiet.  We got to meet one of the 

friends who had tipped us off about 

a couple of possible roosts nearby. 

While she was there, we managed to 

catch the first of four Soprano 

Pipistrelles. 

It was a beautifully warm evening 

and there was no moon – ideal 

situations for trapping, it might be 

thought, but the bats had other ideas. 

We caught four Sopranos in all and a 

magnificent Noctule, who made it 

very clear he was not best pleased 

with being caught – and then refused 

to leave – which gave us a very good 

photo opportunity and Phil Gould a 

lot more time handling his first 

Noctule. 

                          Photo by Jude Hirstwood 

http://www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wo

rdpress/?p=8341 

 

Photo Jude Hirstwood 

 

This would make an ideal place for 

bat walks now that there are parking 

restrictions at Stockgrove. And we 

have already agreed to do a walk for 

the local Friends group on 23rd June. 

We will probably trap there again 

later this year. 
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