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Woodman spare that 
lekking site 
 
Bat group member Jonathan 

Durward, and was called into 

the RSPB reserve at Sandy 

to save a Noctule lekking site 

 
In March 2014 I was contacted by 

Peter Bradley from the RSPB about a 

dangerous tree overhanging the car 

park at The Lodge Nature Reserve. 

The 15 metre high Scot’s pine, which 

was full of Woodpecker holes, was 

part of the Quarry Pines at the edge 

of the Greensand ridge. The 

Bedfordshire Bat Group had 

previously identified it as being a 

Noctule ‘lekking’ site. This where a 

male bat will hang next to a 

Woodpecker hole in the autumn and 

sing to serenade females to try and 

entice them to mate. Lekking sites 

are unusual and like all bat roosts are 

protected by Law in the United 

Kingdom and Europe. To be able to 

do surgery on the tree and move the 

roosts present a European Protected 

Species (EPS) Habitats Regulations 

Licence was required. 

 

After liaising with Natural England 

an EPS licence was granted in June 

and we arranged to do the works on 

the 12th of July. The idea was to 

remove the crown of the Scot’s pine, 

most of the trunk ,cut off the section 

containing the Woodpecker holes 

that had been identified as being 

used by the Noctules, and move this 

section of the trunk to another tree. 

Unfortunately when we arrived on 

site and the tree surgeon climbed the 

tree it was discovered that there was 

a very active colony of bees in a hole 

in the trunk at 7 metres. Given the 

warm weather on that day there was 

no way we could move a large 

section of trunk with lots of angry 

bees swarming about. We decided to 

come back in the autumn when we 

assumed the weather would be 

cooler and the bees less active. 

 

On Saturday the 1st of November 

with the EPS licence running out we 

decided to give it another try. Peter 

Bradley had identified that the bees 

were still in the tree, but we took 

advice from a local beekeeper who 

suggested starting the work early in 

the day when they would be less 

active and plugging the hole in the 

tree with foam to stop them 

escaping. So we turned up with our 

tree climbing and tree surgery kit 

and Simon Brain climbed the tree to 

check if there were any bats present 

in the woodpecker holes and put 

foam in the crevices where bees 

were. Once this was accomplished 

and no bats were present Simon 

felled the tree leaving a 4-metre 

section of trunk standing that was 

now no longer in danger of falling on 

the car park. Almost immediately a 

Great Spotted Woodpecker flew on 

to the trunk. 

 

With the decayed part of the tree on 

the ground we were left with the task 

of moving a section of trunk where 

two Woodpecker hole were present 

to another tree. Both holes had 

cavities that faced downwards to we 

turned the timber round so that the 

cavities were facing upwards. This 

was because bats (in general) will 

climb upwards and hang upside 

down inside a roost to avoid their 

droppings. We found a suitable 

Scot’s pine along the edge of the 

quarry and Simon rigged up a pulley 

system using a Hobbs winch. We 

then lifted the section of timber into 

the new tree to about 7 metres and 

secured it using ratchet straps. The 

idea was to have the roost as close to 

the original one and at a similar 

height and orientation to entice the 

bats to use it. Once this was 

accomplished we removed the foam 

from the trunk of the original tree to 

let the bees escape and be able to find 

a new place in which to form a hive. 

 

So, please if you are visiting The 

Lodge and are near the Quarry Pines 

please look over the fence and you 

will see the new bat roost on one of 

the pines. We will be monitoring this 

annually and hopefully the male 

Noctules will come back and use it to 

serenade the females. 


