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Korean Bats 
Phil Gould and Becky Nesbitt have 

been keeping alive the bat group 

tradition of going to marvellous 

places to see bats. Phil offered to 

write an article, but forgot, so 

Becky wrote this in the second half 

of the recent sonogram workshop. 

Photos by Phil 
 

This February Phil and I had an 

unexpected bat encounter when 

visiting Jeju, an island off the south 

coast of Korea. Jeju is a popular 

holiday destination for Koreans, 

whilst remaining largely 

undiscovered by European tourists, 

and it has beautiful scenery and an 

interesting, if troubled, history.  

A period of hardship began in 1910 

when Korea was annexed by Japan 

(and it is clear from Jeju residents 

that tensions still run high between 

Japan and Korea). During WWII the 

Japanese believed they were at risk 

of an attack by the allied forces, and 

that Jeju was strategically placed to 

fend off the enemy. In preparation 

for the attack they built an airfield 

and underground fortresses. The 

invasion never came, and when 

Japan surrendered the tunnels were 

free for the bats. 

 

On our second day we visited the 

Japanese airfield in south west Jeju, 

next to the extinct volcano 

Songaksan. Some of these 

underground tunnels are natural, 

while the ones at the airfield are 

manmade and extensive. We’d been 

warned that there might be bats in 

the tunnels so we came prepared 

with torches. The tunnels didn’t 

disappoint – we hadn’t got far in 

before we saw our first bats. 

Greater horseshoes (Rhinolophus 

ferrumequinum) Photo Bottom right) 

were hanging on their own or in 

small groups, looking ready to be 

extras in a haunted house film with 

their wings wrapped around them. 

The largest group of greater 

horseshoes was around 50 bats. 
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Individual common bent-winged 

bats (also known as Schreiber’s long-

fingered bat, Miniopterus schreibersii) 

were also clearly visible.( Photo top 

right). Pleased with our success in 

the main tunnel, we began to explore 

side tunnels, often climbing over 

piles of gravel which partly blocked 

their entrances.  

We had been prepared for bats but 

not for the huge number of 

hibernating Myotis sp. – 950 in a 

single group. (see photo on the 

right). We are yet to identify species, 

but one was ringed so we are hopeful 

of getting in touch with a local bat 

group who may be able to help us. 

We returned to the tunnels a couple 

of days later to undertake a more 

complete “survey” of the bats 

present, in the hope that we can pass 

on the information to someone who 

will take note of the importance of 

the tunnels. 

The trip was by no means an escape 

to the sun, with February weather in 

Korea being pretty similar to the UK, 

and we even had snow chains on the 

car on our first night. The main 

purpose of our visit was to visit my 

parents, who work in an 

international school on the island. If 

anyone is interested in exploring the 

area themselves, we’re very happy to 

offer some tips. 

 

Becky Nesbitt

 

The mystery of the bat that didn’t fly in the night 

 

Regular readers will know that the 

common pipistrelles at John and Ann 

Adams’ like to play hard to get. In 

recent years we have got the better of 

them by scheduling two dates and 

they have always arrived before the 

second of these. 

 

But this year they had got wise to us. 

They didn’t turn up in time, for the 

first date which we were going to use 

to let folk finishing their class 2 

licence to practice hand netting. The 

second date was too near giving 

birth for us to risk hand netting, but 

they outwitted us again and hadn’t 

turned up by then either,. depriving 

us of a jolly evening watching bats 

and eating cake. 

 

To the bats - If you are reading this, 

we promise not to try again ladies. 

Please give John and Ann a good 

display, safe in the knowledge that 

the rest of won’t be gawping. This is 

the latest they have ever been in 

residence, so we hope they will be 

back next year. 

 

Ann and John have seen a few bats 

flying in the garden, but only one has 

been seen emerging from the roost. 

 

 

 
 

 

Does Jonathan Durward 
ever work?* 
 

Jonathan Durward  has been on 

another bat expedition to Xios in 

May. Most of the photos I saw were 

of him walking on sandy beaches or 

eating at tavernas, but they did catch 

some bats. I quote from Martyn 

Cook’s facebook page: 

 

“After 3 nights trapping the island 

list is now: Gt Horseshoe (Rh.fer), 

Lesser Horseshoe (Rh.hip), Blasius 

Horseshoe (Rh.bla), Lesser Mouse-

eared (My.bly). Geffroys (My.ema), 

Common Pip (Pi.pip), Kuhls Pip 

(Pi.kuh), Balkan Long-eared (Pl.kol) 

and Schriebers (Mi.sch). Also on 

detectors Mediterranean Horseshoe 

(Rh.eur) and European Free-tail 

(Ta.ten), Savi's pipistrelle and 

Serotine.” 

 

*Yes very hard, so these breaks 

are well deserved 


