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Some highlights from the BCT National Conference 
This year’s conference had the best range of speakers for some years and it was nice that so many 

of the Beds Bat Group were able to go (mainly consultants I hasten to add but the Eastern Regional 

Conference on April 15th should be more affordable) 

 

Coffee and Tea plantations 
in the Western Ghats 
The Western Ghats of India are one 

of the world’s most biodiverse 

regions, yet only 6% of it remains 

under original vegetation. Most of 

the rest is taken up with tea 

plantations, which has very little 

shade, and coffee which is grown 

under the original tree cover, so there 

is significant fragmentation of 

habitat. Claire Wordley presented a 

paper on this and asked delegates to 

dink Fairtrade Arabica coffee (the 

coffee beans which are used for 

instant coffee are grown with fewer 

shade trees.) 

Andy Swan has pointed out that you 

can also buy tea which has the 

Rainbow Alliance certification, which 

include Liptions, Tetley, Twinings 

Everyday tea and Yorkshire Tea 

 

For a full list see 

w.rainforest-

alliance.org/shopthefrog?country=94

&category=178&subcategory=188 

 

 

Where do pipistrelles go in 

the winter? 
We rarely find pipistrelles during 

our hibernation checks, but they are 

the commonest bats in the county. 

This is a Europe wide puzzle. We 

occasionally get called out to bats 

hibernating in wall cavities and in 

old window frames, but here are the 

rest of 

them? 

Erik 

Korsten of 

the Dutch 

Mammal 

Society 

has come 

up with a 

surprising 

answer. 

He has 

been 

looking at 

large 

modern 

building in the most urban of places 

and has found that  that in late 

summer and early autumn, he was 

able to film large numbers swarming 

at what at first appear 

unprepossessing sites ( like Bedford 

Borough Hall 

 
Closer inspection found that there 

were very large numbers of bats in 

the expansion cracks (small gaps left 

between blocks of concrete to deal 

with changes of temperature over 
the year) 

Why haven’t we spotted them, well 

let’s be honest, who prowls round a 

city at 2 or 3 am in the morning with 

powerful torches? Mind you that 

might be about to change. (Mind 

you, it might be worth letting the 

police know if you plan such an 

outing in case you are stopped for 

questioning! 

 

The Norfolk Bat Survey 
The Norfolk Bat Group has a novel 

way of collecting bat records. They 

have places more than static 

recorders (Anabat) at a number of 

libraries and the public are able to 

borrow them for 3 days at a time. 

Once returned the recordings are 

then analysed quickly and the results 

sent back to the member f public 

concerned.  Since 2013 they have 

covered 786 Km squares (15% of 

Norfolk) and collected 2653 complete 

nights of recording. They have a 

website at www.batsurvey.org. It is 

well worth checking out 

 

 
Prof Kate Jones has now 

finished her term as Chair of BCT 

 

http://www.batsurvey.org/

