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British Waterways 
Survey 2011 

British Waterways are looking for 

records of bats (and other wildlife). 

British Waterways’ national ecology 

manager, Dr Mark Robinson, 

explains:  

“Intensive use of land for residential, 

commercial, transport or agricultural 

purposes has meant that vast areas of 

untouched habitat, rich in thousands of 

different species of plant and animal 

have been reduced in size and isolated 

from one another. The passage between 

these ‘islands’ has become an exhausting 

journey for the animals that have to 

cross them and makes them an easier 

target for predators. 

 

“For bats, canals are like a cross 

between the M1 and Tesco’s. Our 200-

year old bridges, aqueducts and tunnels 

provide ideal nooks and crannies for 

bats to roost in, while the high water 

quality and plant-rich channels ensure 

plenty of insects, which are bats only 

source of food.” 

 

So keep your eyes open, and use this 

as an excuse to wander along canal 

banks at dusk (There is usually a 

pub along the way) and don’t forget 

to let us have the bat records too. 
http://wildlifenews.co.uk/2011/british-

waterways-2011-wildlife-survey-launched/ 

 

To get us started two Bat Group 

members Jay and Andy Whiting 

have moved onto a narrow boat, 

which is sited near a bridge on the 

Ouse. Jude and Bob paid an early 

visit bearing a bottle of wine. On a 

lovely warm evening we stood 

listening to bats drinking cups of tea 

we were treated to a fine display by 

the local Daubenton’s. They 

appeared quite early in the evening 

and we are wondering whether 

there is a roost very close by. At Iain 

Hysom’s suggestion we will be 

leaving a detector with them 

overnight. It was only when we got 

home we realised we had picked up 

the wrong bottle and left them with 

what was left of the bottle we had 

started the night before. Oops. 

 

Another new badge 
 
To mark the third year of bats in 

boats and the first year of the Ouse 

River survey, Joan Childs very 

kindly designed us a new image to 

put on a badge. These will only be 

given to people who attend one of 

these events. 

 
 

 

We are paying for these out of the 

Bedford Borough Grant. 

 

Up the creek with a paddle 
and a detector. 

Photo and account by Bob Cornes 

  

24th May saw our first joint venture 

with the Viking Kayak club. We were 

transported down the river from 

Harrold Bridge in canoes (not 

kayaks, as was explained to me - 

kayaks have a closed top and are 

propelled with a double-ended 

paddle). We started at sunset, 

inspected some 

otter spraints and 

drifted slowly past 

the Country Park. 

After about 40 

minutes, we were 

treated to the sight 

of 5 Noctules 

foraging over the 

Country Park and 

the river. Then 

Soprano Pips 

appeared, in ones 

and twos initially. 

As we drifted into an area enclosed 

by willows at Odell the Daubenton's 

began. Feeding on the river, zooming 

between the canoes and circling in 

front of us, they put on the best 

display I've seen for some time. Both 

Common and Soprano Pips were 

also around, flying over our heads. 
After braving the Odell whirlpool we 

turned and the work began, 

paddling back upstream. Most of it 

was OK, but there were some 

interesting bits where we found 

ourselves in vegetation after failing 

to see the best route in the dark, and 

there was a mad burst of paddling 

needed to get us to the landing point 

by Harrold Bridge. The bats kept up 

their activity all the way back, and 

the recording makes a typical night 

at HOCP look no more than average 

- multiple bats everywhere. It was 

great fun, and gave views of bats you 

just can't get while walking around. 

 


