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 A passion for bats 
It has become a cliché to talk about 

people who are passionate about 

bats, and the phrase if often used for 

someone who is merely not apathetic 

about them. But then, once in a 

while, you meet some-one to whom 

the epithet truly applies, and you see 

just how much an individual can 

achieve 

 

Bob and I got invitedby BCT to a 

superb talk by Rodrigo A. Medellin 

on Bat conservation in Mexico. This 

gentleman was boundlessly 

enthusiastic , a brilliant speaker and 

has achieved so much for bats. 

He did his early research on anti-

coagulants in bats and had several at 

his home. But how to extract saliva 

from a vampire? Such practicalities 

never occurred to me. The answer 

came from his brother in law who 

complained that the medicine he had 

to take for glaucoma made him drool 

all the time. That got Rodrigo 

thinking and he tried the same drug 

on his bats – who proceeded to 

slobber copiously. It was this work 

which led to the production of the 

aniticoagulant drug draculin, though 

he got to see none of the money 

which was made by the 

pharmacuteical company but that is 

another story. 

He said that vampires are highly 

intelligent beasts who know just 

when feeding time has arrived and 

are not pleased if dinner is served 

late. He has also been known to 

donate his own blood when frozen 

cow blood stocks ran low 

He has done a great deal of research 

on the Lesser Long nosed bat. This is 

an endemic bat that reproduces in 

the Summer in the North and in the 

Winter in the South of Mexico. It was 

thought that they were two different 

distinctgroups but Medellin 

demonstrated that they were 

members of the same populations 

with the same DNA. The females 

migrate twice a year and the males 

hover midway on their route to 

impregnate them as they pass by. He 

was able to demonstrate this by 

monitoring the relative level of 

sugars produced by CAM plants 

such as the agave. 

 

 
 

This bat was a put on the Red Data 

book list. Medellin had the 

interesting thought that the role of a 

conservationist should be to get 

species off the list as quickly as 

possible. He warned that most 

species once placed on the list were 

never removed – because that way 

there was more funding available. 

He has been true to be his word and 

this is the only species that has ever 

been delisted as the numbers 

increased following his conservation 

work. 

There are over 200species of Agave 

in Mexico and provide employment 

for 50 ,000 and generate huge sums 

of money. They are unusal plants 

who can produce through clones in 

adverse conditions, but in good 

conditions produce flowers which 

the bat pollinate. This will only 

happen if the plant has a good 

reserve of sugars and it is these sugar 

rich plants which are harvested for 

the production of tequila. Tequilla 

producers clear fell the agaves which 

leaves no food for the  pollinating 

bats and Medellin is working hard to 

change this state of affairs. He is 

working on a scheme to produce a “ 

bat friendly” mark ( like “dolphin 

friendly” tuna). In the meantime his 

advice is to drink mescal instead, It 

tasted the same, he tells us – it is just 

that the name “tequila” is an 

appellation controle term for  the 

form of the drink which is produced 

in the tequila region. So now you 

know – you can claim you are 

supporting bats while downing the 

tipple 

Medellin has also carried out 

research in the importance of tent 

making bats in re establishing forest. 

Oh and in between this he managed 

to rediscover the Flatheaded  Myotis 

thought to have become extinct thirty 

years ago   

 

This season he is hoping to try a new 

technique for tracking bat 

movement.  Radiotracking is 

notoriously difficult in dense forest 

like those found in Mexico. So this 

year he is going to sprinkle bats with 

fluorescent powder and hope they 

will glitter when researchers 

elsewhere shine their torches on 

them He is also a tireless educator 

and has set up his own NGO in 

Mexico . Not surprisingly he was 

awarded the 2004 Whitley prize for 

Nature.  He is also a very affable 

man and several of the BCT staff 

who had worked with him in Mexico 

had tales to tell of being endlessly 

plied with tequila in the interest of 

science obviously. 

.(http://whitleyaward.org/winners/conse

rvation-bats-latin-america/) 


