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What the papers say. 
 
In the last issue I pointed out some 

errors in the reporting of bat events 

in the media. Here are a couple 

more examples. 

Betty Clutten sent me an article from 

the Times (24th December 20110. 

This is from an article on “18 great 

British survivors from hedgehogs to 

hoverflies” 

One of the animals whose numbers 

are increasing are pipistrelles. They 

have adapted more than we knew 

guys, 

 

 
Why title the item “Pipistrelle when 

it is a picture of a grey long eared 

bat. 

 

But this is as nothing when 

compared to an advert in Beds on 

Sunday. This describes a course 

which they claim would allow you 

to se badgers bats, foxes and moths 

all in one evening 

Leaving aside the practical 

improbability of “ticking” all these 

in night you have to wonder where 

they are going to take participants as 

the illustration shows an Indian fruit 

bat, like the one illustrated here, 

which as far as we know doesn’t 

find its way to Bedford. 

(If you want to find out about bats 

coming out with us will probably be 

a better bet and what’s more won’t 

cost you a penny) 

But the winner by a mile has t be the 

Shropshire Star who illustrated an 

article planning mission for 

renovating for Shrewsbury Maltings 

because no bat survey had been 

done with a picture of a ferocious 

looking bat lit with green light (see 

below I have posted it on the 

website blog because you really 

need to see it in colour)). BCT were 

quick off the mark and contacted the 

paper who replaced it with 

something more appropriate  

 

 

Can you spot the difference? 

New bat found in Vietnam 

Meets yet another cryptic species 

Griffin's leaf-nosed bat. It is said to 

be better behaved in the net than its 

close 

relative Hipposideros armiger 

(which isn’t saying a lot) 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/

news/2012/02/120223-new-bat-

species-vietnam-animals-science/ 

Thanks to Mick McCarrick for this  

And The Sun’s response to this was a 

headline “World’s Ugliest Bat will 

get you in a flap” 

 

Hendra virus resistance in 
straw coloured bats 

Hendra virus in Australia and Nipah 

virus in Asia are carried by fruit bats 

and sporadically "spill over" into 

people with tragic consequences.  

By collecting blood samples from an 

isolated colony of straw-coloured 

fruit bats on islands off the west 

coast of central Africa, scientists 

discovered these animals have 

antibodies that can neutralise deadly 

viruses 

It was previously believed that these 

viruses were maintained in large 

interconnected populations of bats, 

so that if the virus dies out in one 

colony, it would be reintroduced 

when bats from different colonies 

interact. The new study indicates that 

a closely related virus is able to 

persist in a very small and isolated 

population of bats. This is the first 

time this has been documented in a 

natural wild population, casting 

doubt on current theories.  Source 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/01/

120112193438.htm 
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