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Bat box project gets the go 
ahead for Harrold Odell 

County Park 
 

Kel has been keeping busy 

 
This is something I have been 

considering for some time now, just 

to see if we have any success like 

Danny has had at Priory County 

park, especially as the sites are 

similar. The question was 'How to go 

about getting any funding?' With the 

council cut backs, it was doubtful 

that we could get any funding that 

way. 

Whilst we was out paddling in 

February doing the potential tree 

roost hunt at the park, we bumped 

into Green space officer Richard and 

this idea came up into conversation. 

Richard seemed quite keen on the 

idea and suggested contacting the 

Friends of HOCP group as they may 

be able to help towards the funding 

of this project. 

So with Bob’s help on quotes on bat 

boxes a proposal letter was put 

together for the groups next meeting. 

Unfortunately the letter was 

forgotten about and wasn't 

presented, although we 

weren’taware of it at the time. 

 

The beginning of May came, which 

was my personnel deadline to chase 

this up and contact the Friends 

directly, but luckily for me, Nicky 

Monsey (Batty member)- who was an 

officer at Priory Park has now moved 

to HOCP and she offered to send it to 

the correct person.  

 

The response was almost immediate 

and very enthusiastic. Rather than 

waiting for the groups next meeting, 

which was a couple of months away, 

Mr. David Taylor (Chairman) 

contacted the Friends of HOCP 

committee recommending that they 

support the bat groups proposal on 

the 8th May. By the 11th of May we 

had the go ahead with the full 

funding from the friends of HOCP 

(£400) and Nicky is going to do a talk 

for them at their AGM at the end of 

July.  

 

So Bob has ordered 4x 2FNN, 3x 2F, 

3x1FF that were  delivered to HOCP 

the day after ordering. We have 

discussed where to put the boxes up 

around the park, and are planning to 

confer these suggestions to Richard 

and get them up as soon as 

possible...perhaps even next week 

(31st May). 

 

As soon as they start to get used, we 

are planning to invite the Friends of 

HOCP out on the monitoring 

surveys and they are always 

welcome on the bat detector surveys, 

which quite a few of them now have 

been out with us around the park.  

 

So a huge thanks to the Friends of 

HOCP for supporting this project 

and watch this space. 

 

Ed and thanks for Kelly for all her hard 

work in sorting this out. She came up 

with the locations for the boxes , which 

were a very close match to what Bob had 

been thinking ( Great minds think alike) 

It may be that the Friends will sponser 

more boxes if the project succeeds in 

attracting bats into the boxes

 

 
New records at Priory 
 
Danny is at again, snooping on the 

bats who live in the bat boxes at 

Priory. In April he found this record 

breaking  occupation – nine bats in a 

single channel of a Kent box. If you 

look closely you can see that a wasp 

is in the other channel, which led 

Richard Lawrence to suggest that 

was why they eree huddled up close 

together in the other channel 

Then in mid May Danny found 

something to beat this – 14 bats in a 

Clarke Kent Box ( A Kent biox with 

an additional channel. 

No photo of this as the bats were 

very active and Danny did not want 

to disturb them 


