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Celebrating Queen’s Park 

Background 

In 2007 the bat group ran a Count Bat pilot 

project funded by the Bat Conservation Trust. 

Jude has joined the Count Bat steering group and 

has toured the country talking about the project . 

Theconsiderable success of this project is largely 

due to the enthusiasm  of the Queen's Park 

Community. In January the Count Bat Team to 

visit and see the project for themselves. We used 
this an excuse to celebrate the project 

 

 

Julia Hanmer, Kelly Robinson,  Dan Merrett, Jo and Elaine Rigby, Paul 

Wheatley in a silly hat, and Ed Santry. Photo by Larissa Seabrook. 

On January 24th  we held an event to celebrate 2 years of 

the Count Bat Project., largely so that the BCT Count Bat 

Team could see the project at first hand. 

Kelly Robinson, Paul Wheatley and Jo and Elaine Rigby 

met the visitors at the station and gave them a guided 

tour. They were accompanied by Larissa Clarke who had 

helped out with bat box building events earlier in the 

year. 

We had put together photographs from previous events 

and bought along one of our captive bats who keeping 

things local had been found in Kempston the week before 

and who we are feeding up prior to releasing. 

 

 

 

 

Junior 

Ranger 

Display 

Our 

display 

Thanks to Paul’s efforts we had a good turn out of bat 

group members, local residents.  After a 10 minute power 

point presentation from Jude, the Count Bat team  chatted 

informally to guests sustained by delicious food from 

Mo's who supplied  us at events in the past. 

 

 

If you needed 

proof of how 

special Queen's 

Park is, you need 

look no further 

than Mo, who 

charged us a 

minimal amount 

for the food 

because it was for the community. 

Photo Larissa Clarke 
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Diana Hagues , the BCT 

Count Bat Officer for this 

region ran a competition 

to see who could draw 

the best ideogram for the 

word bat and handed 

out lanterns as prizes 

(we held the vent just 

before Chinese New 

Year)  

 

 

Dan Merrett Count 

Bat Project leader 

tells Queen’s Park 

how they have ben 

talked about all over 

the country 

The BCT  visitors 

were very i 

mpressed. So too 

was Larissa, who 

has asked us to work 

with her in 

Kempston 

The great thing is 

that Jude can pretty much leave this to experts Danny, 

Paul and Kelly with help from Jo and Elaine. 

We are also being asked to help the Queens’ Park in  

Bloom community group.If you remember, one of the 

main aims of the project was that we would get the 

community involved in order to make it sustainable. It 

looks like this could beginning to  happen. 

 

As you can see from the above photo,  the bat group worked very hard too! 

 

We had this cake made to celebrate the event and used a 

drawing by Elaine Rigby, a Queen's Park resident and bat 

group member 

 

 

We managed to embarrass Paul by asking him to  cut the 

cake  as he was a crucial factor in the success of this 

project and we knew it would make him squirm. 

 

Uncredited photos by Jude Hirstwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 


