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 Alcathoe Bat 
You had to be there 
 

 

As we arrived at the ZSL symposium people were in little 

huddles muttering excitedly. Soon we were as excited 

Prof John Altringham was using the symposium to 

announce that Britain has a new bat species 

The news was kept quiet until the results had been 

checked and double checked but there can be no doubt. 

 

We have discussed before the nightmare which is 

distinguishing Brandt and whiskered bats. One of John’s 

research students was doing genetic analysis of Brandt 

and Whiskered bats and contacted John because she was 

getting a sizeable cluster of anomalous results that fitted 

neither species when she looked at the gene sequences. 

DNA was taken from bats in the North York Moors and 

Susses, and when they also looked at samples from 

Europe, they got the same results 

 

John says that key features to look for are forearm length, 

and echolocation calls. 

 

Bob and Jude were insufferably smug having seen it in 

Hungary ad knew how to pronounce its name (Al Kath-

oh-ee). John is in favour of calling the bat Alcathoe Bat 

rather than Alcathoe’s 

John kindly sent us a copy of his draft paper. We 

forwarded this to taxonomy keeny Derek Smith and we 

could almost hear him weeping as he e mailed us back 

post-haste 

“Hi Bob and Jude, many thanks for the paper. 

Extraordinary to note that the majority of small Myotis 

caught in Sussex and tested  

were Alcathoe!  

While doing the Bechstein's survey last year we did catch 

 a Myotis with a very short forearm.  

I am fairly sure it was >33mm but Ross has the notes. It 

was this bat which prompted us to get "Alcathoe ready" 

but at the time we didn't notice foot size - or anything 

other than forearm really. Ross thought he could see a 

Brandt's type protocone. Martyn Cooke made recordings 

of all bats on release but this one flew the wrong way and 

he didn't get anything! I did however get a pic. Tragus 

length in relation the ear fold is a bit inconclusive, there 

does seem to be a spectacle effect round the eye but the 

ear looks fairly long (and so not reminiscent of 

Daubenton's). A bad "one that got away" at the best of 

times but for a mammal twitcher really does make me 

feel ill!” 

  

 

An awful lot of bat workers are going to be looking even 

more closely at any Myotis they encounter. 

 

Top photo (c)  

http://www.krzysztof.piksa-pl.com 

Lower photo Derek Smith’s mystery bat 

 
 
How Alcathoe got its name 
 

 Alcathoe was the sister of Leucippe. At the time when 

the worship of Dionysus was introduced into Boeotia, 

and while the other women and maidens were revelling 

and ranging over the mountains in Bacchii joy, these two 

sisters alone remained at home, devoting themselves to 

their usual occupations, and thus profaning the days 

sacred to the god. Dionysus punished them by 

changing them into bats, and their work into vines. 

(Ov. Met. iv. 1-140, 390-415.)  


