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Count Bat 
Bat detector workshop 
15th September 2007 
 

There was enough money in the Count Bat budget for 
BCT to put on a training day on using bat detectors, and 
thanks to John Bishop we were able to from hold this at 
Priory Park Bedford.  
Amongst those attending were a number of recent 
recruits to the bat group and by the end of the training we 
had signed up two more members 
 
 
Philip Briggs from BCT  took us through the theory with a 
mix of lectures and quizzes (I’ll pass on some of his tips 
in the April issue when bats are out and about again) 
After eating far too many chocolate biscuits we headed 
out into the evening to see if we could find some real live 
bats of our own. 

 
This was  
our first meeting with  Park Ranger Danny Fellman 
We were rewarded with excellent sights of pipistrelles 
swooping along the paths by the side of the lake, some 
high flying Noctules and some Daubenton’s flying low 

over the lake we even had time to be shown some otter 
poo. But the highlight had to be that we got a confirmed 
record of a Nathusius’ Pipistrelle. 
 
Even better from Jude’s point of view was the enthusiasm 
of new members. Lee Hollingsworth made the mistake of 
saying he wanted to get actively involved and went on to 

help Bob and Mark install boxes at Whipsnade see 
p13) 
 

 
 

 
Kelly, Lizzie and Susie said the same and added that they 
were happy to help out at indoor events. Now it just so 
happened that that very morning Jude had has a request 
for a Halloween event- which was asking for fancy dress. 
I broke this to them very gently, stressing that it wasn’t 
compulsory – but I need not have feared. As one, all of 
them piped up 
“Great, I have a witches costume at home “–and as you 
will see on page 13 they really entered into the spirit 
 of the event, and also helped out at Bromham Mill  
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
As well as this we were able to chat to Priory rangers 
John Bishop and Danny Felman, (both of whom are now 
bat group members and are hatching plans to check their 
bat boxes and install some more in the light of what we 
find 
 
 
Both have been involved in organizing bat walks at Priory 
and we are hoping to co-operate with them next season.  
This is a really excellent site and worth a much closer 
look. There are some roosts out there just waiting to be 
located and John already has a pretty good idea where 
they are lurking – and obviously we want to have a closer 
look for Nathusius’ pipistrelles 
 
 
This was Fran’s last event before leaving BCT and 
marked the end of the Count Bat Project, but not the end 
of our connection with the Bedford area. 
 


