
Greater Stockgrove Bat Mat 15-16th August 2015. Updated plan 30/5/15 

Bob Cornes & Jude Hirstwood 

This weekend was put together so 13 of the South Lancs group can come down and try to 

find some barbastelle> We have also invited a number of other bat workers to join us. We 

have to organise the sequence of events because we were double  booked for the night of 

a music concert at Rushmerr.This is the provisional revised schedule 

Sat 15th 

Check in at Stockgrove car park at a time to be discussed - perhaps 11:00 (but we need to consider when check-

in at Ridgmont can happen). We'll have reserved parking spaces for a  limited number of cars. 

 

11:15 - 16:30 Bat box survey of King's Wood, taking lunch with us. Maps can be provided for later arrivals to 

find us in the wood. This will enable everyone to become familiar with the wood and the evening's trapping 

locations. 

 

17:00 - 19:15 Welcome session at Stockgrove Cafe/Visitors' Centre with talks from Phil Irving (Greensand 

Trust), Justin Tilley (Natural England) and Bob Cornes on the history of bat work at Greater Stockgrove. Also 

(hopefully) we shall be able to get some hot food and drink from the Stockgrove cafe, but this has to be 

confirmed. ( We will need to have numbers in advance.)Finally, briefing from Bob on the evening's trapping. 

 

19:30 until late: trapping in  King's Wood. We hope to have the use of a 4 wheel drive to get gear into the 

wood so that the processing point can be somewhere in the middle of the wood, but this needs confirmation 

from the GT and suitable weather (4WD access to the wood is not possible in wet conditions - if this happens 

we shall have to walk in). Also, hopefully, some monitoring of occupied roost boxes to establish commuting 

directions of bats. 

 

Sun 16th 

A more relaxed day than in the original plan because we'll have covered most of the Kings Wood bat boxes on 

Sat. 

 

11:00 ish Gather in the Stockgrove car park (reserved parking again). Check any remaining boxes in KW, then a 

walk around Stockgrove for familiarisation and checking boxes and tree roosts. 

 

13:00 ish. Picnic lunch at Stockgrove (food provided by Beds Bat Group) 

 

13:45 Take  3 vehicles to Rushmere and park in a reserved area. Another vehicle will ferry drivers back to 

Stockgrove. 

 

14:00 - 16:30 ish A walk from Stockgrove through to Rushmere and the edge of Oak Wood for familiarisation 

with trapping areas and checking boxes as we go. Finish at Rushmere Visitors' Centre after their Summer Fair 

has finished. 

 

17:00/17:30 Take  some drivers back to Stockgrove to collect cars, pick up everyone from Rushmere and go to 

the Flying Fox for food (rather more leisurely than originally planned, which is good. W will need numbers of 

those wishing to do this). 

 

19:15 Gather at Rushmere Visitors' Centre for briefing on the evening's trapping. 

 

19:30 till late. Trapping at Rushmere, probably Oak Wood and possibly Stockgrove. Greensand Trust will try to 

make toilet and coffee making facilities available for at least the first part of the evening. Again, probably some 

monitoring of roost emergence (Rushmere Visitors' Centre, sheds and any occupied boxes). 
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