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BMP Field Survey Training  

If you have been thinking of 

getting more actively 

involved this year, but think 

you are a but short on the 

necessary skills then here is 

your chance- or if you want a 

revision session read on 

 
This will be advertised in the next 

edition of BCT's members Bat 

News magazine, and booking 

available via the BCT website or 

training staff (Dave Sutton or Phil 

Briggs) after this magazine has 

gone out 

National Bat Monitoring 

Programme (NBMP) for 2013 

will soon be starting with the 

Roost Surveys in June, Field 

Surveys in July, 

Waterway Surveys in August and 

Nathusius Pipistrelle Surveys in 

September. These surveys all 

require some experience with a 

Bat detector or knowledge of a 

roost location. We have been sent 

a list of the sites previously 

surveyed in Beds and are hoping 

that there are people across the 

county willing to help in the 

NBMP surveys this year.  

  

A copy of the list will be available 

from me  at the AGM for those 

who'd like to find out more about 

these surveys in our county  

Aidan Matthews  
National Bat Monitoring 
Programme Co-ordinator 
 
National Bat Monitoring Programme 

Field Survey Workshop, 

Bedfordshire, June 2013  

When: Fri 7th Jun 2013  

Where: Priory Country Park, Barkers 

Lane, Bedford MK41 9DJ  

Price: Free 

This workshop focuses on the species 

identification and survey techniques 

needed to take part in the Field 

Survey which forms part of the long-

running National Bat Monitoring 

Programme (NBMP). The workshop 

will be led by Colin Edwards and 

Aidan Matthews. 

7.15 pm Welcome and teas/coffees 

7.30 pm Indoor presentation 

including: 

 Introduction to the National 

Bat Monitoring Programme 

(NBMP) Field Survey 

 Survey routes and 

methodology 

 Species identification 

(noctule, serotine, 

pipistrelles and other 

species) 

 Quizzes! 

This section will include a break 

(please bring something to eat and 

drink) 

9.00 pm Practical assessment of 

survey site – mapping and walking 

the survey route 

9.40 pm Mock survey to practise 

techniques and species 

identification 

10.45 pm Finish (you can leave 

earlier if you need to) 

This workshop is free but booking 

with BCT is essential. 

 

 Change to the bat 
licensing system. 
 

Natural England have launched the 

new bat class licences.  The Bat 

Conservation Trust is concerned 

because they were meant to be 

working together on this, but have 

not been consulted since 2011. The 

original announcement on the 

Natural England website claimed 

BCT had been involved n the final 

version.  

The changes are complex and in 

some places nonsensical –e.g. using a 

harp trap needed a higher level of 

licence than a mist net licence for 

example (BCT has raised this issue 

and it has emerged that  the mist net 

and harp trap levels are at the same 

level so people can apply for one or 

both) The main grounds for concern 

is their unwillingness to recognise 

that using an acoustic lure can have 

real implications for bat populations. 

We are trying to get out heads 

around the new system, but you can 

look for yourself on the Natural 

England website. 

 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/o

urwork/regulation/wildlife/batlicenc

efeature.aspx  

Terms and conditions at 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/o

urwork/regula 

tion/wildlife/licences/classlicences.as

px#surveys 

 

 

One reason for changing 
the old licencing system 
One of the potential advantages of 

the new system is anew mitigation 

licence which they are currently 

trialing. This will mean that if one 

one or two bats are in residence in a 

property it will not be necessary to 

apply for an EPS licence which 

involves a great deal of paperwork 

for the consultant and considerable 

expense for the home owner.  ( A 

recent article published in Country 

Life told of a project which cost an 

additional £10 000 ( Thanks Phil) 

Consultants will be able to certify 

that ap roperty does not need a full 

licence – and their work will be 

checked at Natural England in an 

attempt to prevent fraud,. This will 

hopefully stop the bad publicity that 

such projects engender.  

 


