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The complicated and 
mysterious truth about bat 
licences 
 

Jude Hirstwood with the help of 

Bob Cornes tries to clarify a 

complex situation 

 
Bats are protected by European and 

UK Law and as such it is an offense 

to disturb or handle them unless you 

have the necessary licences. Several 

years ago Natural England changed 

the licensing system which led to a 

great deal of head scratching. 

Any-one is allowed to waft a bat 

detector through the air and watch 

bats, but anything which involves 

any sort of disturbance needs a 

licence unless you are working under 

the close supervision of some-one 

who holds the necessary licences. So 

for most of us there is absolutely no 

need to get a licence. 

Natural England issues a number of 

class licences. 

Class licence  Level 1 

The class 1 licence allows you to 

shine a torch briefly into a summer 

roost or bat box at a bat. You are also 

allowed enter a roost that is not a 

hibernation site. Angie Cornwell and 

Dick Hogg both have the licence so 

they can do all the checks at 

Stockgrove. 

Class licence Level 2 

This allows you to do everything a 

class one licence allows and in 

addition you are allowed to catch a 

bat by hand netting or pick up a bat 

from a surface. It also covers use of 

an endoscope in a bat roost and 

disturbance (but not handling) of 

hibernating bats. Anyone who leads 

a hibernation survey must therefore, 

have a level two licence. Kelly 

Robinson has a class 2 licence which 

allows her to check the boxes at 

Harold Odell as does Soggy 

Sabiniarz who organises the 

Lakeside Survey. The Bat Group will 

not allow anyone to handle bats 

without an up-to-date Lyssavirus 

vaccination, and vaccination is 

therefore essential for anyone who 

wants to work for a level 2 class 

licence. (These are provided free by 

the Health Protection, and Danny 

Fellman as bat group Chair can 

provide you with the necessary letter 

to take to your GP.) 

 There are two further class licences 

(level 3 for mist netting and level 4 

for harp trapping) which are issued 

for consultants carrying out surveys 

for developments. They cannot be 

used for any other purpose.  

 

Personal or project licences are 

issued for specific projects. 

Applications for these have to be 

accompanied by a detailed project 

plan. Bob has a project licence which 

covers mist netting, harp trapping, 

use of a lure, ringing, tagging and 

marking. 

 

There is an important distinction 

between assistants and agents used 

by a licence holder. An assistant 

helps a licence holder and works 

directly under her/his supervision. 

Acting as an assistant to a licence 

holder is the best way to acquire the 

practical skills needed to acquire a 

licence. Participants in hibernation 

surveys are acting as assistants to the 

licence holder, who is the survey 

leader. 

An agent (“accredited agent”) is 

specifically named on the licence and 

can work without supervision. 

Agents must report their licensable 

activities to the licence holder. Aidan 

Matthews and Jonathan Durward are 

agents on Bob’s licence, and Tony 

Aldhous will be 

added as an agent 

when the licence 

is renewed. Bob is 

an agent on 

Daniel 

Hargreaves 

Nathusius Project 

licence, so he can 

trap without 

Daniel being 

present. 

 

Currently there 

are a number of 

people working 

towards a class 1 

or 2 licences. 

There is not a 

specific training 

course for this 

and the only way 

to get the licence 

is by coming out regularly to 

surveys. It is down to the individual 

to attend events if they are hoping to 

apply for a licence. Applications for 

survey or project licences have to be 

accompanied by references from two 

existing licence holders who have 

seen the applicants working on the 

relevant activities. Sometimes we 

have consultants who want to get a 

licence, but it is made clear to them 

that they need to put in enough 

hours to be a useful members of the 

bat group, that it takes time to 

develop the skills and their training 

needs come a poor second to the 

needs of the bat group. 

Bob Cornes is the person to discuss a 

class licence with, but do think 

carefully before embarking on this 

route as you can do all of these 
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things in the presence of a class 

licence holder. Jude ,for example, has 

no licences whatsoever, although the 

day Natural England issues a class 

licence for cake making she will be 

there. 

Finally there is another licence which 

is issued. This is the Roost Visitor’s 

Licence which is designed solely for 

people who undertake voluntary 

calls for Natural England. The roost 

visitor scheme is administered by 

BCT who make contact with Jude 

who doles out the visits. This has a 

specific and detailed syllabus. You 

need to be registered by Natural 

England (check with Simon Pidgeon, 

and you need to do this quickly as he 

is moving in July). This takes about 

two years and again the onus is on 

you to do the necessary work. It is 

not our job to chivvy you into 

completing tasks. Current roost 

visitors are Bob Cornes, Simon 

Pidgeon, Kelly Robinson, Danny 

Fellman, Soggy Sabiniarz, Aidan 

Matthews and Maddie Ryan. 

Currently most of the people 

working towards a licence are going 

for class licences rather than roost 

visitor licences but once again I 

would remind you that most people 

don’t need a licence – though you 

might get a shiny bat group badge! 

 

 

 

Congratulations  
Nicky Monsey, who was a Ranger at Priory Country 

Park and is now at Harrold Odell  made a dramatic start 

to her time in the bat group by being present when we 

caught our first ever Nathusius, and saw a barbastelle at 

the same time. She got the role of bat group mascot as it 

seems everywhere s. She was at Harrold Odell the night 

we caught the brown eared bat there in 2014he went a 

nice rare bat popped up 

Her other considerable skill is managing to avoid being 

photographed. This is an ld photo of her from 2008 when 

the Priory Rangers were first starting the bat boc scheme 

here. 
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Phil Gould is another regular attendee at surveys who 

works as a consultant. Prior to that he worked at 

Rothamstead on moths and is a keen birder, but we are 

prepared to overlook that!- especially as he is as bad as 

Bob is when it comes to quoting Monty Python at the 

dead of night 

 

Cartoon spotted by 

and nicked from 

Roger L Jones 

Phil Gould, level 2 licence 

holder shows his skill at 

wearing a ladder  

( not a skill needed for a level 2 

licence) Photo Bob Cornes) 

 


