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Hibernation Surveys 
Photo of Daubenton’s bat Photo Gwen Hitchcock 

 

Once again, the number of bats 

found on our underground 

hibernation surveys has created a 

new record. We found 172 bats in 

January, beating our previous best of 

168 in December 2012. On inspection 

of the details, it becomes clear that 

this is entirely due to an increase of 

one species - Natterer’s Bat. 

Numbers of this species have been 

peaking at 85 to 90 for several 

winters, but leapt up to a dramatic 

119 bats in January. In February, 

there were still 115. There is no 

simple correlation with weather 

conditions as might be expected, and  

if there were, the numbers should  

have dropped with the mild 

temperatures this winter. The truth is 

that we simply don’t know why the 

have increased. There could have 

been an increase in the Natterer’s Bat 

population, but an equally possible 

explanation is that some hibernation 

sites which we don’t visit have 

deteriorated; forcing more bats into 

the sites we do visit. Numbers of 

Brown Long-Eared Bats and 

Daubenton’s Bats have dropped very 

slightly, but Barbastelles have shown 

a significant drop. Peak Barbastelle 

numbers were 20 for 2009-10, 25 for 

2010-11, 16 for 2011-12, 13 for 2012-

13, but only 3 for this winter. Unlike 

Natterer’s Bats, Barbastelles do seem 

to be influenced by temperature, 

moving underground when there is a 

prolonged period of sub-zero 

temperatures. It is therefore not 

surprising that we found few of them 

in the mild conditions this winter. 

Thanks to everyone who helped with 

the hibernation surveys 
Aidan Matthews, Mark Ricketts, Laura 

Gravestock.Soggy Sabiniarz,Gwen Hitchcock, Toby 

Thorne, Joan & Hazel Childs,  Viv Heyes 

,Malcolm..Harrison,, Bill Champkin, Colin 

Edwards, Sam Browne, Chantelle Kerr, Jenni 

Hedges, Nicky Monsey, Martin O’Connor, Phil 

Gould, Beccy Nesbitt,, Sarah Hopkins  Danny 

Fellman Luke Fellman..Jude Hirstwood 

You can see more photos of the hibernation survey 

here 

You can see more photos from the 

hibernation surveys at 

http://www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wo

rdpress/?p=7991 

 
 

Visit to a soprano pipistrelle roost 
 

It is a long standing and very enjoyable tradition that once a year we 

descend on John and Ann Adams for cake and a bat watch. Last year the 

bats caught us out by failing to arrive at the roost in time. 

This year we therefore we have another of our cunning plans. We have 

picked two dates (May 20th and June   17th) If the bats arrive we will go for 

the first date and if they are tardy in appearing we will go with the second. 

We will be hand netting a bat so this will give you a chance to see a bat at 

close quarters as well as meet some of the rest of the group, so is ideal for 

new members as well as old, and Ann does make exceedingly fine cake! 

Please book with Jude by the 16
th

 May so Ann knows how much 

cake to prepare 
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