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More tales of Daniel Hargreaves’ derring do. 
 

 Daniel Hargreaves has been at it again, this time when he 

accompanied Merlin Tuttle to Thailand this Autumn.  He acted 

as photographic assistant and came back with a long list of “must 

have” equipment and a fund of stories. I wanted to share this one 

with you. 

One of the places they went was to a monastery which had a 

huge bat cave  

Paula Tuttle wrote on her blog on http://www.merlintuttle.com/ 

“The ceiling was close to 70 feet high, and that’s where the bats were 

safely roosting. Daniel decided to climb a rickety, bamboo ladder used by 

the guano miners. One ladder was lashed to another up the cave wall 

toward the high ceiling. When he had climbed to the end of the third 

ladder, he saw a small group of bats roosting overhead and carefully 

stretched out with his long-handled net, catching two bats. 

Covered with bat sh*t, Daniel made it safely down the roach-covered 

ladder 
What she does not relate is that Daniel was talking to one of the 

locals and was commenting on how scary the climb was and he 

wouldn’t want to do it every day, to which came the reply. “ No 

nor do we – we abseil  down these days” 
 Daniel Hargreaves climbing toward the ceiling of Rakang Cave Photo by Merlin 

Tuttle used with kind permission 

 

 

Get well soon 
To Ash Swan and Jim Lawrence, 

both boys are currently having to go 

in and out of hospital a lot. and to 

Christopher Sayles who has had 

several operations on his foot so far 

this year, which have so far not been 

successful in relieving the constant 

pain he is in. We hope the latest one 

leads to some improvement 
 

 

 
Congratulations 

To Daniel’s 

fiancée Heidi 

Cooper Berry for 

passing her finals 

exams and now 

has a year’s practical before 

qualifying as a vet 

To newish bat group member Laura 

Bambini who has just been 

appointed by BCT to run a new 

project The Bats, Churches and 

Communities pilot project aims to 

improve support available to 

churches with problem bat roosts, by 

identifying information gaps, 

improving guidance and making 
sure it is easily available to church 

communities. The project will also 

strengthen collaboration within the 

bat worker community specialising 

in church roosts, and work towards 

building new relationships between 

bat groups and churches that have 

bats She will be working closely with 

individual churches and the Church 

of England, 

 
To Dan Merrett who was the Count 

Bat Project Officer has been 

appointed the new Woodland 

Manager for BCT 

 

To Toby Thorne for heading off to 

Canada to study with Brick Fenton 

 

 Stop Press December 
Hibernation survey 
The number of bats was an all-time 

record - 168 bats. The previous 

highest was 152 (last January). 

 

The tunnel had 119 bats (also an all-

time record), including 13 

Barbastelles and a startling 27 

Daubenton's. The overall species 

tallies were: :89 Natterer's,  44 

Daubenton's (a record - previous 

highest 30),  3 Myotis sp.,  17 BLE,   13 

Barbastelle,  2 unidentified. 

 

Thanks to Jonathan, Danny, Aidan, 

Laura, Phil G., Andrew and Jo. 


