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Some 
remarkable 
photos 
 

These are some of 

an amazing set of  

photos taken by 

local natural 

historian and 

naturaist  David 

Barnes. He  posted 

them on the 

Bedfordshire Bat 

Group Facebook 

page. We are used 

to seeing action 

shots by people such as Mervin 

Tuttle, and more recently by Daniel 

Hargreaves- but these involve  

expensive equipment and artificial 

“sets” 

What makes David’s pictures so  

veryimpressive is that he has been 

using “point and click” I am very 

grateful for him letting us use his 

photos and he had explained how he 

got the pictures. 

 

“ Last weekend I spotted some bats 

(Pipistrelle) out in the evening up at the  

 

stables so over the next few nights I tried  

getting some photo's of them in flight. I 

started off letting the flash do its own 

thing on auto and managed a few bats in 

frame but nothing to get excited about. 

Having to preset the focus to a point and 

wait for the bat to hit the mark is pretty 

hit and miss but the location has 

potential as the bats are feeding over the 

muck heap and therefore restricted to a 

fairly small area. 

Laurie Campbell first told me about 

photographing bats in this way when I 

was at Aigas Field Centre on one of his 

master class weeks. I didn't have an 

external flash gun at the time but having 

invested in one last year I'm now 

equipped to give it a go. I contacted 

Laurie for some advice on camera and 

flash settings and he reminded me that it 

was the speed of the flash that freezes the  

movement of the bat so I needed to 

manually set up the flash so that the 

flash duration was around 1/5000s. A bit 

of Googling for the flash duration of my 

flash gun revealed I 

needed to set it to 

somewhere between 1/4 

and 1/8 power. This 

effectively reduces the 

flash duration as 

required but has the 

knock on effect of 

reducing the effective 

range of the flash. 

 

The next night I tried 

1/8 power but struggled 

to get enough effective 

range from the flash. The 

following night I tried 

1/4 power which gave 

me a bit more range and 

a little flexibility in the 

camera settings I could 

use. This was much 

more successful and I 

managed 3 reasonable 

images including 2 bats 

in one frame which was 

quite impressive given 

there were only 3 bats 

out!”  

 

Editor’s note I have 

incorporated the photo  on he right 

into my bat talks as it is the best 

photo I have seen to point out the 

wing in flight 

 

 

 

 

 

You can see more of his photos   

including lots of bird a t 

http://djbblogging.blogspot.co.uk/2014/0

3/going-batty.html 

http://www.lauriecampbell.com/portfolio.htm
http://www.aigas.co.uk/holidays/photography.asp

