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Breathable membranes and bats 
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Entanglement in  roof insulation is a major course of concern  in the bat 

world At the SE bat conference there was a talk from Stacey  Waring who 

is doing an engineering  PhD on breathable membranes and their effect on 

bats.  Part of her work has involved making an artificial bat claw. After 

some experimentation it was 

realised that common or garden 

Velcro was the best thing t use 

 

With improved insulation and 

central heating, roofs are now 

having problems with 

condensation rotting roof 

timbers. To overcome this a new 

generation of breathable 

membranes have been developed 

Bats claws get tuck on the 

filaments which make up 

modern breathable membranes 

which have replaces the 

traditional bitumen felt. The 

membranes can be damaged in a 

matter of weeks and the bats get entangled and die. No membrane 

currently available in no hazardous to bats She is currently working on a test which manufacturers can use to test their 

products’ safety. They are concerned as they are giving guarantees that their membranes will last fifty years and are 

keen to develop a membrane which is bat proof 

 

Sally Ann Hurry has pointed out a 

similar problem arises when using 

sheep’s wool insulation This 

serotine pup had got tangled in the 

fibres from sheep wool insulation. 

The fibres were wrapped around 

its feet, wing and teeth. Therefore, 

if this insulation is used in a roof 

void with bats it is certain that any 

fallen pups will become entangled 

and perish! 
 Photo Sally Ann Hurry used with permission

 

And talking of sheep’s wool While others went to worthy workshops at the SE Regional Conference Viv and 

Jude opted for a craft workshop and had a hilarious hour attempting to needle felt a bat.. Viv’s  Noctule looked quite 

lifelike , while Jude’s resembled roadkill , Photo Jude Hirstwood  


