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The case of the 
disappearing ghost bat 
 
Illustration 

http://ravenari.deviantart.com/art/Ba

t-as-Totem-83667726 

 

 

The ghost bat (Macroderma gigas), 

also known as the false vampire 

bat is native to Australia. It is so 

called because of the extremely 

thin wing membrane that 

makes it appear ghostly  

at night. They have grey 

fur on their backs and 

pale grey or white fur on 

their undersides, which 

adds to the effect They 

have long, narrow wings, 

but no tail, averaging 11 

centimetres (4.3 in) in 

length. Ghost bats have 

large ears for long 

distance hearing, very 

good vision and very 

sharp teeth so they can 

attack prey 

 

 

There numbers have been. 

decreasingly sharply and no-

one new why, until recently 

 

Now researcher have found 

the answer. One of the 

creatures the bat preys on is 

the cane toad. This species was 

introduced to Australia and has been 

implicated in the death of other small 

predators. 

Remains of a cane toad where fund 

in the mummified remains of a ghost 

bat. 

The decline in he bat population 

correlates well with the migration of 

cane toads into their habitat, but 

there is now proof positive of their 

involvement.

 

Barbastelles found in India 

 
The Eastern Barbastelle (Barbastella leucomelas 

darjelingensis). Photo credit Claire Wordley  

 

 

The barbastelle is one of the 

most wide ranging bats in 

the world as the map below 

from the Bristol Bioacoustic 

lab shows 

 

 
 

A new subspecies has been 

found in The Western Ghats  which 

is one of the world’s eight richest 

biodiversity hotspots. A UNESCO 

World Heritage site, and also known 

as the Great Escarpment of India, the 

Ghats run parallel to India’s west 

coast. This great ecosystem is home 

to over 139 mammal species, nearly 

50 of which are bats.  

Yhis subspecies has only been 

reported from north India and 

Pakistan—in the temperate forest in 

the foothills of the Himalayas—2,000 

kilometers [about 1,240 miles] from 

where they  found it in the steamy 

rainforests of tropical south India.  

 
Read more at 

http://news.mongabay.com/2014/1015-dulaney-
bats-west 
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