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Rain (almost) stops play 
This Chinese picture sums up much 

of the season we have had this year. 

We really didn’t need telling that this 

has been the wettest summer for 100 

years and combined with the dismal 

weather in the Spring  has made very 

difficult for bats and us. 

The shortage of food meant that bats 

were very late producing their young 

this year. The usual rule of thumb to 

avoid mist netting in Late June/early 

July did not hold and  bat workers 

across the country were reporting 

pregnant females well into August. 

We made sure we checked nets very 

regularly. That is on the nights when 

we could even put up a mist net. 

Martin O’Connor was keen to try out 

his new mist net licence but the 

weather plus his hectic life as a 

consultant meant he got precious 

little chance to try and when he did 

the bats didn’t co-operate, Aidan 

Matthew and Danny Fellman are in 

the process of training for their mist 

netting licence, but chances to  net 

were few and far between. 

In early spring we had made a hit list 

of woods to survey this season, but 

didn’t get through many , partly due 

to the time taken up with the 

Bechstein’s project, but primarily due 

to the inclement weather 

It also led to the cancellation of the 

Slip End Fayre which we had looked 

forward to attending. We were lucky 

that the weather did hold off for the 

bat walks. None of the regular 

surveys were cancelled though there 

one or two “interesting “ nights 

counting the pip roost in the rain or 

worse in a freezing cold wind. On 

the bright side it did keep the midges 

off a bit. 

There were a number of grounded 

bats which were very underweight 

and did not survive. On the plus side 

bats (adults and juveniles) we caught 

in late August and early September 

did seem to be a reasonable weight, 

but it did seem to us that there were 

fewer bats about and Myotis None 

were caught in woods where we had 

previously found them, and the 

Griffin detector picked up very few 

passes. 

Bob asked on UKbats if any one else 

had had a similar effect ,Dr James 

Aggeter took the time to reply  

“First time in a decade that most of my 

Myotis site have been positively empty - 

no activity whatsoever - there are 

usually the odd male and juvenile 

hanging around at this point in the year 

but three are completely deserted - 

weirdly spectacular to an old anorak like 

me. I too suspect that they've all given 

up on the year and switched into autumn 

mode deserting their summer landscapes. 

One exception is a large Natterer’s roost 

which is still packed but most of the bats 

are between 6 and 7.5g which is 

exceptionally light for this time of year - 

I suspect they all got caught by the weird 

start to the season, birthed late and are 

only recently post-lactating.. Natterer’s 

are supposed to be one of the later 

swarmers - work looking at the 

distributions of activity show them to be 

2-4 weeks after Daubenton’sswhich 

themselves are supposed to just follow 

(or mostly overlap) with the small 

Myotids. One point to note is that puts 

swarming into end July/ mid August at 

some sites for some species (one example 

study I remember was from Germany so 

adjust for latitude somewhat but the 

point is still relevant) - but since no one 

is looking at that point in the year then I 

guess we don't know if there are early 

peaks in swarming by those species or 

not in Britain 

So the active question in my mind is - if 

they're swarming now and burning up 

calories in mating activity - where do 

they go to replace those calories before 

settling for the winter in Oct/Nov. 

Surely their summer landscape will still 

be the most productive and that is where 

they should mooch for the next 2 months 

 

Talking to folk at the National Bat 

Conference showed this to be a 

nationwide phenomenon Bats  are  k 

selected species. In other words they 

are long lived and produce only one 

offspring a year. If one year is 

unfavourable they either resorb their 

foetuses or if food is in short supply 

will abandon their young in order to 

endure that the adults survive at a 

weight which will allow them to 

survive hibernation.  

One rotten year in not of itself a 

problem – 2007was also a wet 

summer, but in that case Spring was 

more “ normal”. The anxiety is how 

the bats will cope if this kind of 

weather pattern repeats itself next 

year. It will be interesting to see what 

hibernation  numbers will be this 

Winter 

 


