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Hibernation Site updates. 
Dick Hogg and Lisa Mason check out a 

new hibernaculum 

 
While doing our regular hibernation 

checks we did find two “new” sites. 

 

 

The first was another building at 

Luton Hoo which we first checked 

out earlier in the year and identified 

as a possible hibernation site with 

bats being present in December and 

February....  were found The second 

“new hibernation site is “new” as in 

“new and improved. 

Mogerhanger has recently got a 

national lotteries grant to renovate a 

number of buildings on site. One of 

these was the old ice house. This has 

been a good site for bats but 

increasingly dodgy ones for 

humans. If you have been you may 

remember and “Interesting lintel” 

above the entrance to the chamber 

which had crevices it for hibernating 

bats. Over recent years these cracks 

had grown larger and it was feared 

that the lintel would collapse 

altogether. 

Bob Cornes was asked for advice 

about what mitigation was needed 

for the site and this was his first 

chance to go back and see what had 

been done. He was fortunate in 

being able to take the builder 

responsible for the work with him 

when he checked the icehouse.  

They have made a really good job of 

the renovation. The dangerous lintel 

has been replaced with new solid 

brick work, but to make up for this 

loss, several new structures have 

been added. 10 bat bricks have been 

placed in the roof of the chamber. In 

addition to 

this, bats 

used to 

hibernate in 

the cavity 

between the 

two layers of 

brick. To 

encourage 

this to 

continue a 

number of 

bricks have 

been 

installed 

which will 

give the bats access to this cavity. 

We are unlikely to be able to see 

them there, any more than we have 

been able to do so in the past, but it 

will provide a good habitat for 

hibernating bats. 

Care was taken throughout the 

building work to minimise 

disruption to the bats and Bob was 

delighted to find a .Brown long 

eared and a Natterer’s in crevices in 

the tunnel which he was able to 

show the builder as proof that his 

care had been well worthwhile 

 
 

 Photo Bob Cornes. You can see more photos the 

website blog dated 16th December 2011 

The check in January was colder as 

the photo above shows, which  

Photo Daniel Fellman 

 meant we saw a good few bats. 

There a photos on the website 

http://www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/w

ordpress/?p=4339. These include 

some smashing ones by Mark Telfer. 

February was even chillier with 

several sites with temperatures 

below freezing. There was great 

excitement when Martin thought he 

had seen a possible whiskered/ 

Alcathoe? Brandt’s but close 

examination of the photo (long live 

cameras with zooms) showed it was 

a Daubenton’s bat with his ear at a 

silly angle. 

http://ww.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wor

dpress/?p=5190 

Mark Telfer took this photo of a very 

snug looking brown long eared bat 

 

We took Peter and Margaret 

Grimsey of the North Bucks group 

to see it during the January 

hibernation check as he is planning 

a purpose built hibernation site in. 
 

http://www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wordpress/?p=4339
http://www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wordpress/?p=4339
http://ww.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wordpress/?p=5190
http://ww.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wordpress/?p=5190
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Data from this season’s 
hibernation checks 

 
 

Hibernating bat numbers broke 

several records this winter. The 

numbers in December (143) and 

February (125) were the highest ever 

for those particular months and the 

total for January (152) equalled the 

best ever of January 2010 (although it 

should be noted that the freezing 

conditions then prevented the last 

five sites from being surveyed, and 

therefore the two figures are not 

strictly comparable). Overall, this 

winter was the only one with all 

three counts being above 100 bats. 

 

More records tumbled – the highest 

ever number of Natterer’s Bats (90), 

the highest ever number of bats in 

the biggest site (101 in both 

December and January), and the 

coldest ever survey conditions inside 

the hibernacula in February with 

three sites recording temperatures 

below freezing. 

 

Thanks are due, as always, to the 

owners for giving permission for the 

surveys to take place, and to all those 

who helped to carry them out. 

Bob 
 

 
Photo Aidan Matthews 

Thanks to the following hardy souls 

who risked frost bite and worse to 

help with the hibernation survey 

 

Daniel Hargreaves, Steve and Fee 

Parker ( South Lancs. Bat Group,) 

Danny Fellman, Martin and Tanya 

O’Connor, Aidan Matthews, Bill 

Champkin, Sophie Swindlehurst, Colin 

Edwards, Susan  and Richard 

Makepeace, Juliette Butler, Polly Booth, 

Jonathan Durward, Mark Telfer , Jo 

Hodgkins, Cliff Tack, Laura Bambini, 

Mick McCarrick, Tim Robson, Gwen 

Hitchcock, Lisa Mason ,Laura 

Gravestock, Bob Cornes, Dick Hogg, 

Henry Stanier, Liz Anderson, 

 

If you are interested in joining in 

there is always December. 

 

Another new hibernation 
site. 
A brown long eared bat was found 

hibernating in an artificial cave on 

Dell Farm Outdoor Centre Bob went 

to have a look and found no other 

bats other bats present. The cave 

walls are very smooth sides which 

means it will probably not be a 

popular site with hibernating bats 

 

We are delighted to announce that 

Lloydbore the firm that was 

responsible for the redevelopment of 

Luton Hoo, which included the 

brilliant purpose built hibernaculum 

has been awarded a Landscape 

Institute Award for their work on 

restoring Luton Hoo  

http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/ca

sestudies/casestudy.php?id=222.  

 

 

 

It’s official, Hummingbird 
hawkmoth genitalia are 
repellent, 

Usually: a bat flies up to a moth, 

grabs it, and eats It., but a 

hummingbird hawkmoth makes a 

sound back at these bats, they break 

off that typical attack behaviour.” 

Jesse Barber of Boise State University 

explained “In Ecuador a few years 

ago, I discovered that some of them 

do just that, and they do it with 

modified genitals, the parts the male 

uses to clasp onto the female during 

mating, he makes ultrasound with 

those parts.” He has just got a big 

grant to investigate further 

 

Talking the 
talk 

 

 

In Addition to the well received talk 

about Bats in Bedford for the bat 

group, Bob and Jude did the 

following talks this winter 

 

Cheddington Beavers (2 sessions) 

Maulden WI  

Bedford Young Farmers  

Friends of Putnoe Wood 

Parkinson’s disease Association 

Bedford. – a total of 153 people 

http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/casestudies/casestudy.php?id=222
http://www.landscapeinstitute.org/casestudies/casestudy.php?id=222

