
  

                                                                8 

 

Bats in Beds                                       The newsletter of the Bedfordshire Bat Group      January 2012  Volume 95 
 
 

More highlights of the 
Nicaraguan trip 

Glosssophaga soricina Photo Bob Cornes 

We weren’t just being gawking 

tourists when we visited Nicaragua. 

We were helping Arnulfo Medina 

Fitoria (see below) who is working 

on bat distribution in Nicaragua 

 

In Nicaragua bats are seen as pests 

and many of the locals will kill any 

bat they find. Arnulfo is working 

hard to try to educate farmers. He 

has had one noticeable success. A 

farmer was growing calabash for 

biofuel and keeping cows. Vampires 

were feeding on the cows and he 

was killing any bat he saw. Arnulfo 

persuaded him not to kill the nectar 

feeders and not unsurprisingly 

found his calabash yield went up 

dramatically. Since then he has  

stopped rearing cattle altogether 

and has installed bat boxes made of 

plastic drainage pipes coated with 

cement to give the bats a rough 

surface to attach to. 

He has a very limited 

budget. There was talk of 

getting funding from Bat 

Conservation International 

or some other American 

charity. Eavesdropping from 

a comfy chair I suggested we 

had a whip round and see if 

we could raise some money 

amongst the participants.  

The 16 of us on the Batwatch 

trip donated $1000 to pay for 

the design and printing of 

educational posters he could 

use. (I think Bob and I were 

the stingiest donors) 

           We felt this was a way of 

giving something back 

Fiona Reid and Rob Mies will 

work on its design  

Fiona also very kindly offered 

to do sketches of bats as a thank 

you. By the end of the evening 

she had produced half a dozen 

sketches, each one took about 

15 minutes and was a 

wonderful memento of a 

fantastic trip. 

 

You can see a bigger version of this picture at 

http://www.bedsbatgroup.org.uk/wordpress/

?p=5379 

 

 

 

Rabies less common in USA 
Bats than thought. 

Previous studies have suggested 

that typically about 10 per cent of 

bats taken by the public to be 

tested have the disease and 

prevalence varies greatly, 

depending on the species and how 

often that species is around 

people. But University of Calgary 

research says the number is closer 

to one per cent regardless of 

species or where the bats roost.  

 

Researchers compared bats turned 

in by the general public and those 

randomly sampled from their 

natural environment. In the field, 

they looked for the disease in 

carcasses of 217 migratory tree-

roosting hoary bats (Lasiurus 

cinereus) and silver-haired bats 

(Lasionycteris noctivagans) killed 

by wind turbines. These species 

are among bat species with the 

highest reported prevalence of 

rabies in North America. At the 

same time they compared these 

bats with rabies prevalence from 

literature contained in public 

health records in North America 

covering 56 years and 65,096 

bats. 

"With that said, healthy bats 

normally don't come in contact 

with people, so those that do are 

more likely to be sick, so we're 

not encouraging people to go out 

and handle them." Science Daily 

(Jan. 31, 2011) 
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