
 

16.                                   Bat Walk in Queen’s Park 
 

Bats in Beds                                       The newsletter of the Bedfordshire Bat Group               Jul 2008 Volume 82 
 
 
 

Bat walk in Queen’s Park 
 

 May 
3

rd
 found the bat group on familiar stomping ground – the 

Neighbourhood Centre at Queen‟s Park. A newly 
upgraded Centre  with new furniture which  meant that 
our plans for displays had to rapidly reassessed and best 
of all a  new meeting room with high tech facilities f- a 
huge screen to shine powerpoint displays on to. Fabulous 
except that we couldn‟t turn the main lights off , so no one 
was going to be able to see the slides.  Not for the first 
time we called Martin the caretaker back to the scene and 
he managed to sort us out, but it got the adrenaline 
rushing a bit. 
 
It was already on the go as arch prankster Paul Wheatley 
saw us arrive and told us there were a few more than the 
agreed forty attendees. “ I didn‟t like to turn them away” 
he said. When asked how many he said, somewhat 
shamefacedly “ 68”. All I can say is NEVER EVER trust 
this man.  I knew we were a man down as Mark Best had 
a heavy cold and two others who had said they would 
turn up hadn‟t , so this was a potential nightmare. But 
once he had seen my colour fade, he realised he had me 
hooked and „ fessed up. There were only 42 booked on. 
 

 
 
Government Health Warning  
 Do not trust this man Photo Jude Hirstwood 

 
Made mental note to do something dreadful to him at 
some point and cursed myself for  forgetting just how 
straight faced he can be when winding us up. 
We had brought a captive bat with us and this went down 
a storm. Paul had asked that Bob do a twenty minute talk 
– and had said “ make it twenty two minutes”. Ex teacher 
Bob did so, only to discover that Paul hadn‟t been timing 
him after all. 
 
The talk was well received and people gasped when Bob 
showed them Steve Gschmeissner‟s picture of a bat‟s 
foot. No –one fell asleep , and once it was over we 
headed out into the night. 
.

 
 
Diana Hagues had brought fifteen BCT detectors with 
her, and these added to the bat group brought with them 
meant there was enough for about one between two. 
She also brought with her the new bookmarks of the sort 
which fell onto your floor in an annoying fashion when you 
opened your newsletter. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What was nice from our point of view – though less so for 
Kelly and Lizzie ( who we didn‟t warn in advance) was thtr 
the group was led off by two of the people who had got 
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involved with the bat group during the Count Bat Project 
There were several “old hands” who had attended walks 
before and they were able to explain to friends what lay in 
store as we headed down towards the river 
 

..  
Lizzie and Kel , first and second left 
 
 We were rewarded with some good pipistrelle sightings 
quite early on and we lingered by the river in the hope of 
some Daubenton‟s. We did see a few but they were a bit 
elusive 
 
We had a ball  
 
Later in the year Paul is working with Danny Fellman and 
John Bishop with the Queen‟s Park Junior Rangers to 
make bat boxes to put up in Queens Park or at Priory 
Country Park. 
 
Martin the ever helpful caretaker is also interested in 
seeing whether boxes would be appropriate at the 
Queens Park LowerSchool were Fran worked last year.  
Bob will be having a snoop round to see if there are 

suitable sites. Once that is Jude and Bob have worked 
out suitable retribution for Paul the prankster 
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