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read in the literature than American 

brown bats often  

 have twins by two different fathers- 

which opens another can of worms 

 

 
The red bat  gives birth to 3 or 4 bats 

at a time (Barbour and Davis, 1969, 

Stanglet al., 1996).. A paper by  

Spradling et al used genetic 

fingerprinting to show that the bats 

had different fathers 

www.nsrl.ttu.edu/publications/opap

ers/ops/op224.pdf . (This is by no 

means uncommon in the animal 

world – sperm competition is a 

fascinating sidetracking .; Many 

males leave behind vaginal plugs to 

prevent further fertilisation, while 

others have a mechanism for 

flushing old sperm out before 

replacing it with their own. Never 

underestimate the cunning  of the 

dunnock. The female by mating with 

numerous males hast hem all feeding 

her chicks, each thinking he is the 

father) 

Eastern  pipistrelles give birth to 

twins  as the norm in late spring and 

early summer 

Closer to home Noctules in Europe 

are reported as “regularly” having 

twins- though I failed to find out just 

how “regular” that was. 

 

Bat Twins have different 
calls 

Noctules are, one of the few bat 

species in which twin births are 

common. Discriminant function 

analyses  (whatever that might be) 

has showed that pups' isolation 

calls were individually distinct 

and therefore likely allow mum to 

distinguish between them The 

twins were more similar to the 

calls of each other than to the 

isolation calls of unrelated pups of 

the same age., The distinctiveness 

increased with the age of the 

unrelated  pups and calls of twin 

siblings remained similar to each 

other as the pups got older  

10.1016/j.anbehav.2006.12.024 

 

Vampire bats can sense 
the heat of blood flowing in 
the veins of their prey 

 

Vampire bats use infrared sensors on 

their lips to locate blood vessels in 

their prey, scientists have discovered. 

The specialised nerve cells are 

similar to the pain-sensing cells in 

the human tongue, skin and eyes, 

which allow us to sense the sting of 

chilli peppers and high temperatures. 

Biologists have known for some time 

that the bats can detect blood vessels 

from up to 20cm away, but it was not 

clear how they did it quickly enough 

to strike and retreat without alerting 

their prey. 

David Julius, a physiologist at the 

University of California, San 

Francisco, and his team found that 

the upper lips of the animals were 

covered with a specific form of the 

heat-detecting molecule TRPV1. 

Whereas this molecule normally 

helps animals detect temperatures 

above 43C, in vampire bats the 

threshold was reduced to around 

30C, allowing them to pinpoint the 

heat radiating from warm veins near 

the surface of their prey. 

The discovery of TRPV1 in vampire 

bats had helped biologists place the 

animal more accurately on the 

evolutionary tree, by looking for 

other animals that have a similar 

version of the gene that encodes it. 

This evidence supports the idear. 

Bats are not as closely related to 

rodents and humans as they are to 

dogs, cows and whales." 

Thanks to Soggy Sabiniarz for 

finding this 

Watch vampires feeding at 

http://www.arkive.org/common-

vampire-bat/desmodus-rotundus/video-

08d.html 

 

 

NHS stroke units in Newcastle, 

London, Bournemouth, Glasgow, 

Liverpool and Exeter are also among 

more than 40 hospitals taking part in 

the international research, involving 

about 400 patients. Researchers who 

carried out a previous smaller study 

said the drug showed such promise 

that it was "the biggest 

breakthrough" in stroke treatment for 

two decades. 

Thanks to Daniel Hargreaves for this 

http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/publications/opapers/ops/op224.pdf
http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/publications/opapers/ops/op224.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.anbehav.2006.12.024
http://keck.ucsf.edu/physio/people/juliusd.html
http://keck.ucsf.edu/physio/people/juliusd.html
http://keck.ucsf.edu/physio/people/juliusd.html

