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 Playing away 

Photo of barb Cecilia Montauban Other 

photost  Sara Miller 

 

In recent years the Bat Group has 

been helping the Herts and 

Middesex group to look for 

barbastelles in Ashridge Forest 

This year a number of us went over 

to help with the aim of catching and 

radio tagging a female. , Bob and 

Cecilia Montalban. Sara Miller, Chris 

Lambert and Alex Cole) 

Chantal Hagan and Ian Flack ( also 

members of the Beds group)had 

worked very hard in the days 

leading up to the weekend, leaving 

detectors out along potential flight 

lines, and analysing the calls they re 

corded 

This meant that by Friday night they 

had a pretty good idea of where they 

barbastelles flew 

 Bob and Chantal  scouted out for 

sites to put traps and nets. They set 

these up 

while 

others did 

walking 

transects 

in the 

forest. 

We had 

barely got 

started 

when here 

was a call 

on the 

radio 

three 

barbs had 

flown into 

a net. 

There was 

a flurry of 

activity as 

Chris 

rushed to 

Chantal’s 

rescue 

with bat 

bags. I 

stayed at 

base 

camp. 

Chris was keen to hear barbastlelle 

calls so of course just as he left there 

were a number of barbastelles flying 

around base camp. 

This was followed by another shriek, 

this time we had caught another 4. 

bats within the first fifteen minutes. 

 On processing we found they were 

all females and we picked the 

heaviest two to tag. We were spoilt 

for choice as all the bats caught 

including the juveniles were chunky 

and in really good condition 

 

 
Matt Dodds ringed all the bats and 

then glued radio transmitters to the 

two we had chosen. 

 
In the past we had used colostomy 

glue to affix tags but this is very hard 

to get as it is no longer used for 

colostomy patients. There been much 

discussion in the bat world as to 

what could be used instead.  

It was Dani Linton who suggested 

Eye lash glue and this was tried. 

Chris Lambert doubted very much 

this wouldn’t work as he claimed his 

daughters wore false eyelashes and 

they nearly always fell off. 

Having no alternative we had no 

option but to proceed and much to 

our surprise this worked. 

 

 
Antennae were tuned to the 

wavelength of the tags and the bats 

were released Some of the party 

headed off got ready to track them 

All this happened so fast that the 

cake I had taken was largely uneaten, 

though it was polished off in the 

early hours 
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On Saturday morning two roosts 

were found. The two trees were both 

sweet chestnuts.  

 

On Saturday night Bob staked out 

one and counted 19 barbs emerge- a 

very 

high 

number 

for barbs. 

Only two 

bats 

were 

seen to 

emerge 

from the 

other 

tree. 

He 

managed 

to video 

the 

emergence and is even now working 

to get a web friendly version. T 

The same tree was endoscoped  on 

Sunday morning and two brown 

long eared bats w were found in 

another hole. These bats were very 

cooperative Bob’s was at as only 3m 

above ground. Once again the tagged 

bars were followed by car . They 

adopted a Beds trick of choosing 

topography were the signal got lost  

but returned to the wood to roost 

Another foray Sunday morning 

found two new roosts, both  n dead 

trees 

It was thought that Sunday night 

would be e anticlimactic – more fool 

me. Bob went over last night and 

staked out one of the two roosts. The 

other one had 9 bats in, Bob’s had an 

unreasonable 29. The biggest roost he 

has ever seen 

In the days that followed Chantal got 

some sleep and Matt continued to  

check for 

roosts.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/do

i/pdf/10.1111/1755-0998.12925 

Application of a novel 
molecular method to age 
free‐living wild Bechstein's 
bats 

The age profile of populations 

fundamentally affects their 

conservation status. Yet, age is 

frequently difficult to assess in wild 

animals. Here, we assessed the use of 

DNA methylation of homologous 

genes to establish the age structure of 

a rare and elusive wild mammal: the 

Bechstein's bat (Myotis bechsteinii). 

We collected 62 wing punches from 

individuals whose ages were known 

as a result of a long‐term banding 

study. DNA methylation was 

measured at seven CpG sites from 

three genes, which have previously 

shown age‐associated changes in 

humans and laboratory mice. All 

CpG sites from the tested genes 

showed a significant relationship 

between DNA methylation and age, 

both individually and in combination 

(multiple linear regression R2 = 0.58, 

p < 0.001). Despite slight 

approximation around estimates, the 

approach is sufficiently precise to 

place animals into practically useful 

age cohorts. This method is of 

considerable practical benefit as it 

can reliably age individual bats. It is 

also much faster than traditional 

capture–mark–recapture techniques, 

with the potential to collect 

information on the age structure of 

an entire colony from a single 

sampling session to better inform 

conservation actions for Bechstein's 

bats. By identifying three genes 

where DNA methylation correlates 

with age across distantly related 

species, this study also suggests that 

the technique can potentially be 

applied across a wide range of 

mammals.  

 

Mind your own 

damn business 
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