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Guernsey Bat Conference 
Bob got invited to do a workshop 

on sonograms at the Channel 

Islands Bat Conference, held for 

the first time in Guernsey. Rachel 

Bates of the Cambridge and 

Bedfordshire Bat Groups co-ran 

another workshop with Steven 

Allen on identifying potential 

roost features. Jude went as a 

hanger on. 

The conference was organised by 

Ani Binet of the Jersey Bat Group. 

Guernsey has very few bat 

workers and no bat legislation, so 

bats aren’t protected on the 

island. A licence to trap was 

issued under Animal Welfare 

legislation. 

 

Guernsey has few bat species 

identified so far, Grey and Brown 

Long Eared Bats, Common, 

Nathusius’ and Soprano 

Pipistrelles, Natterer’s and 

Greater Horseshoe. 

 

We went over a day early and 

spent it checking out trapping 

sites and the evening trying our 

hand at catching bats. 

 

We caught only Common 

Pipistrelles and quickly learnt 

that Guernsey Pipistrelles are 

different from English ones. 

We spent Friday and Saturday 

nights trapping catching only 

soprano pips and then we caught 

a bat which had Bob and Rachel 

floored. They couldn’t decide 

what it was. It had some 

Natterer’s features  but also had 

some which matched Geoffroy’s 

Bat. So we called a very sleep 

deprived Ani to adjudicate. We 

were quickly disabused. It was 

just a Natterer’s and, guess what, 

Guernsey Natterer’s (you've got 

it) are different. 

 

Martyn Cooke light tagged it with 

a fluorescent fishing float, using 

the humble Pritt stick as adhesive. 

It was placed on the bat’s 

underside to make it easy for the 

bat to groom it off. 

The bat dislodged it in about 30 

seconds, but 

what a 

thirty 

seconds 

was. We 

watched 

entranced 

as it made it 

to a nearby 

tree.  

 

On Friday 

night, one 

of the other 

teams had 

caught and tagged two Kuhl’s 

Pipistrelles. Brave souls who 

thrived on sleepless nights spent 

the night and early morning 

driving around Guernsey 

listening for the bleep of the radio 

tag. 

 

When the weary heroes arrived 

on Sunday morning, they told us 

they had heard one of the bats 

near our hotel.  

Once the conference was over, 

Bob and I had another night at the 

hotel and Bob just happened to 

have an aerial and receiver. With 

the help of Bob and Sue Moon, he 

picked up the signal.  

Remember that bats have no legal 

protection, we the Bob’s didn’t 

like to knock on the door. 

Some of the Guernsey contingent 

did so the following night and the 

home owners were delighted. (As 

were the hotel receptionists who 

got excited at our exploits). 

This was the first time a Kuhl’s 

Pipistrelle has been found in 

Guernsey. 

 

 
Photo of Kuhl’s Pipistrelle by Daniel 

Hargreaves. 

 

Photo of the Natterer’s by Rachel Bates  

 
Photo of light tag on Natterer’s by 

Martyn Cook. 
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A very excited Bob and Bob Moon 

being delighted at locating the house 

which held the Kuhl's roost. 
Photo Sue Moon 

 

 

 

How does a Kuhl's 
Pipistrelle different from 
an ordinary Pip? 
Daniel Hargreaves reckons there are 

to be found on the mainland, but they 

are easily confused with the other 

pips. 

 

 
 the male has a spear shaped 

penis 

 

 
 

 The incisor is  unicuspid 

 
 

 the plagiopatagium (the 

membrane behind the 

forearm that joins the fifth 

finger to the body) has a 

white line along its base. 

 

Grey long eared bats in 
Guernsey 
 
We didn't 

get to see 

these others 

were 

luckier. This 

fab picture 

was taken 

by  Dave 

Nixon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the things that Bob and Sue 

talked about was they were about to 

look for Nathusius, as coming from 

the Isle Man as they felt they were 

right in the flight path for migrating 

bats 

 

Within days they had succeeded m 

catching one and made the national 

news. 

 

Sue was to tell me later that the local 

press illustrated this with a photo of a 

fruit bat, following the example of 

Ampthill Park mentioned in the last 

newsletter. 

 

Lisa Worledge pointed out through 

gritted teeth that the BBC used a 

photo of a Nathusius in an ungloved 

hand. 


