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Auto ID-ing bats 

 

 
The Bats of Bedfordshire 
 
Pipistrelles Common, Soprano  

Nathusius 

Myotis Daubenton’s Natterer’s. 

Whiskered, Brandt’s 

Big Bats Serotine Noctule Leisler’s 

Big eared bats Barbastelle and 

Brown long eared Bat 

 

Those of you have tried; know just 

how hard it can be to identify a bat. 

Even when caught in a trapping 

session is it often far from easy. OK 

so Barbastelles, Brown long eareds 

and big bats are fairly 

straightforward. But what exactly is 

that pip? which Myotis Bat or big bat 

is that is that? It takes close visual 

inspection to be sure and in the case 

of Whiskered/Brandt’s the 

differences are slight and may need 

DNA analysis of poo samples 

 

And if the bats if flying free what 

then?  A bat detector is the obvious 

solution. People soon learn to 

identify a Pipistrelle, a Myotis or a 

big bat, but once again more detail 

than that is often not 

straightforward. 

So or intrepid bat detective takes a 

recording home and tries to analyse 

it from a sonogram. 

Easy peasy? You guessed it. No... 40-

49 KHz, More than 55 Soprano pip, 

and 50-51 (which we hear a lot) 

probably common but you need to 

look at other fall parameters. Under 

40 yippee it's a Nathusius. Noctules 

are quite easy (well easy-ish), as are 

barbastelles and brown long eareds if 

the blighters are echolocating very 

close to you. (They are not called 

whispering bats for nothing). 

Serotines and Leisler’s more difficult 

and Myotis bats are frankly 

horrendous. Even the most 

experienced sonogrammer is deeply 

cautious 

Then there is the added complication 

of the much understudied bat social 

call 

Believe me, you do not get into 

sonogram analysis if you like 

certainty. 

Sonogram analysis can be time 

consuming. Life has been made 

easier now that detectors make a 

series of short recordings and the 

free software programme TF32 

allows you to move through these 

files very quickly. But is still takes 

time, especially as the keenies just 

keep making bat recordings. 

In recent years there have appeared n 

the market a number of programmes 

which claim to automatically ID 

calls, while these can be useful for 

pre-screening, they are far from 

perfect and require double checking. 

Unscrupulous consultants have been 

using detectors such as an Echometer 

Touch into the hands of 

inexperienced ecologists and taking 

the auto ID as gospel. This despite 

Echometer Touch saying very clearly 

that this is not what they intend. (I 

have an Echometer touch with 

Tourette's that blurts out ludicrous 

ID at times- Horseshoe bats in Beds 

anyone?).  

This obviously has implications for 

bat group records. We have a team of 

very experienced sonogram 

analysers but even they get stuck and 

ask each others for second opinions. 

 

In order to overcome the problems 

with Auto ID use by consultants, 

BCT has been working to improve 

the ay Auto ID is used. 

They have just posted a new page on 

the BCT website which outlines the 

limitations brilliantly. They are also 

working to improve Auto ID. You 

can read chapter and verse at 

 

BCT is also working on improving 

Auto ID software, but I can’t see 

them ever completely cracking the 

problem, but I look forward to being 

proved wrong. And the best thing 

about this new software is that is 

going to be open source, in other 

words it will be free to use and 

another good thing is that it is going 

to separate flight calls, social calls , 

feeding buzzes and noise., which in 

itself is going to be extremely useful 

But for the time being we will 

continue to do it the hard way 

 

 

Identifying bats from 
sonograms 
 
A little training goes a long way and 

Bob is planning another sonogram 

workshop.  

This will involved an introduction to 

bats calls and how to recognise bats 

from their call. 

He will then go on to explain how to 

do basic sonogram analysis. You will 

need to have access to a lap top for 

this. 

In the final part he will do a “master 

class” for people who want to tackle 

the more difficult calls. Details will 

be announced in the April 

newsletter, but if you know now you 

are interested please get in contact. 

 

If you have completed training in the 

past for sonogram analysis and want 

to join the analysis team, we will 

welcome you with open arms. 


