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Pinpoint BAT – the first 
season 

 

We launched the Pinpoint BAT 

project at the beginning of May, but 

surveys began in April to test the 

equipment and to get some keen 

members involved. We’ve therefore 

had six months – a full bat season – 

to collect data. Most has been 

processed, but some has involved 

people using their own detectors and 

not all of this has yet been done. A 

rough count so far shows 92 surveys, 

consisting of 22 static surveys where 

the detector was left in a fixed spot, 

40 walked surveys, 19 car surveys, 9 

surveys involving both a walk and a 

drive, and two surveys involving a 

combination of a canoe on the River 

Great Ouse and a drive. Two 

locations have had repeated transects 

(the regular Sandy survey – 3 

transects; and Pegnut Wood, Potton 

– 4 transects). 

Problems with the equipment were 

mercifully few, at least partly as a 

result of thorough testing in April. 

We found that dropping or knocking 

a Peersonic can dislodge the internal 

battery and result in no recordings. 

This disrupted one of the Pegnut 

Wood transects, but a second attempt 

later was successful. We also had a 

couple of cases of a Peersonic 

accidentally being reset to the default 

settings. Since this puts it into 

manual record mode, it also results 

in no recordings. Static recordings 

proved a little troublesome because 

it’s usually difficult to check that the 

Peersonic is working if it’s been left 

in a fixed spot. During a walk, it’s 

easy for the surveyor to keep an eye 

on the detector and deal with any 

problems very quickly. 

 

So far, there have been 9,289 bats 

revealed by recordings; actually 

rather more because some files have 

multiple bats present, but these are 

counted separately only if different 

species are involved. The total 

number of files recorded is much 

greater, because many files show no 

bats – they are triggered by car noise, 

sounds made by walking, or those 

banes of bat surveyors everywhere in 

late summer, bush-crickets and other 

insects. I haven’t attempted any 

proper counts, but the total number 

of files recorded will be over 40,000, 

every one of which has to be looked 

at to find and identify bat calls. Most 

of this work has already been done 

by Jude, Nicky, Dick and me with 

several others working on their own 

files. 

The surveys have recorded ten 

species. All of the pipistrelles 

(Common, Soprano and Nathusius’) 

and all of the big bats (Noctule, 

Leisler’s Bat and Serotine) have 

shown up. The troublesome Myotis 

bats have been present in reasonable 

numbers, with Daubenton’s Bats 

being recognisable in some cases and 

Natterer’s Bats in a few. There were 

no positive identifications of 

Whiskered or Brandt’s Bats, which 

probably reflects the ID difficulties 

rather than these species being 

absent. The elusive Brown Long-

Eared Bat showed up in a handful of 

places. The problem with this species 

is that, although it is relatively 

common, it’s so quiet that it’s very 

rarely close enough to the detector to 

be recorded. Barbastelles have been  

 

well represented, with 115 

identifications. Most were in 

established areas for the species, but 

Dick and Geraldine produced a 

notable record of this species in 

Kensworth, where it hasn’t 

previously been recorded. 

The project has been a great success, 

and has fulfilled its aims of 

increasing bat records, especially 

from less recorded areas and of 

involving Bat Group members who  
have previously been involved in 

few surveys, as well as old hands 

who have managed to contribute 

even more than in the past. 

 

 
 

Thanks to Dave Bicknell, Colin 

Carpenter, Gill Clough & Ant 

Mackay, John Day, Danny Fellman, 

Dick & Geraldine Hogg, Chris 

Lambert, Sara Miller, Derek & Sarah 

Niemann, Dave Parsons and Sue 

Raven for carrying out surveys and 

to Jude for slogging through many 

hundreds of sonograms. Thanks to 

Danny Fellman for writing and 

adjusting the program for 

downloading sound files and linking 

with GPS data. Tony Aldhous, Andy 

Banthorpe, Danny and Nicky 

Monsey have made recordings and 

are working on their own sonogram 

analysis. We plan to continue the 

project next year, with perhaps some 

targeting of specific areas where we 

lack information or where some 

interesting activity has turned up 
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Barbastelle recordings from this year’s Pinpoint 

Bat surveys 
Map produced using QGIS 2.10.1 - Pisa. 

Contains public sector information licensed 

under the Open Government Licence v3.0. 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open

-government-licence/version/3/ 
 

Bob Cornes 
Editor This has been a fantastic set of 

results,. Bob will have closer look at the 

results over the Winter. There are still 

folk with detectors beavering away 

The winter will be spent working out 

what to do  next year. 
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