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To the bat roost! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many years we have been 

visiting the common pipistrelle roost 

in Haynes which live in the home of 

long term bat group members \Anna 

and John Adams 

Two years ago we had to cancel our 

traditional visit as the bats went 

AWOL. They were however back last 

year so we are going to try to 

organize another visit. Those of you 

have been before know there will be 

cake. 

 

 

 

 

This is a very social event and Bob 

usually hand nets a bat, so you will 

have a chance to see one close up. 

Trainees who want to practice hand 

netting may get a chance to practice. 

I am not fixing a date as yet as it 

depends when and if the little beasts 

turn up.  I will announce it on the 

newsgroup. If you are not on the 

newsgroup you need to let Jude 

know you are interested in coming. 

Bantering bats 

Photo Joel Sartore/National Geographic 

Creative 

Those of you that have ever been to 

the Lakeside survey, know full well 

that bats are noisy creatures, and you 

can hear them “squabbling” without 

a detector. But exactly what they are 

saying to one another is unknown, 

though we have great fun 

anthropomorphizing. 

The high-pitched squawks may be as 

complex as the calls of dolphins and 

monkeys, researchers have found. A 

study published on 22 December in 

Scientific Reports1 reveals that the 

fruit bat is one of only a few animals 

known to direct its calls at specific 

individuals in a colony, and suggests 

that information in the calls of many 

social animals may be more detailed 

than was previously thought. 

Until now, it has been difficult to 

separate this noise into distinct 

sounds, or to determine what 

prompted the individual to make a 

particular call. “ 

To find out what bats are talking 

about,  Yossi Yovel and his 

colleagues at Tel Aviv University 

monitored 22 captive Egyptian fruit 

bats (Rousettus aegyptiacus) around 

the clock for 75 days. They modified 

a voice-recognition program to 

analyse approximately 15,000  

 

Vocalizations collected during this 

time. The program was able to tie 

specific sounds to different social 

interactions captured by video, such 

as when two bats fought over food. 

Using this tool, the researchers were 

able to classify more than 60% of the 

bats’ sounds into four contexts: 

squabbling over food, jostling over 

position in their sleeping cluster, 

protesting over mating attempts and 

arguing when perched in close 

proximity to each other. 

The algorithm allowed researchers to 

identify which bat was making the 

sound more than 70% of the time, as 

well as which bat was being 

addressed about half the time. The 

team found that the animals made 

slightly different sounds when 

communicating with different 

individuals. This was especially true 

when a bat addressed another of the 

opposite sex — perhaps in a similar 

way, the authors say, to when 

humans use different tones of voice 

for different listeners. Only a few 

other species, such as dolphins and 

some monkeys, are known to 

specifically address other individuals 

rather than to broadcast generalized 

sounds, such as alarm calls. The bats 

seemed to be particularly vocal when 

annoyed with other bats.  

 Source: Nature          d 

i:10.1038/nature.2016.21215 

Come and 

see us. We 

missed you 

http://www.nature.com/news/bat-banter-is-surprisingly-nuanced-1.21215#b1

