
  

                                                                10- 

 

Bats in Beds                                       The newsletter of the Bedfordshire Bat Group  Jan  2017  Vol 113 

 
 

As some of you might recall, I used 

to be a regular attendee at the Beds 

Bat Group Stockgrove and (now 

defunct) Whipsnade Zoo surveys. 

My attendance dropped off around 

four years ago when I moved to 

Ontario, Canada for a two-year 

research master’s supervised by Dr. 

Brock Fenton. I wrote an article 

about that after I finished. When I 

saw Jude’s call for articles for this 

edition, I thought I’d offer an update 

on what I’ve been up to since. The 

short story is that during my 

master’s I met a girl, and have stuck 

around in this snowy land. The 

longer story is that I have found my 

skills as a bat biologist to be in 

demand, and things are getting 

interesting here! 

 

Ontario has eight species of bat. Four 

are similar to UK species: three 

Myotis (Eastern Small-Footed, Little 

Brown and Northern Long-Eared) 

and Big Brown bats, a cousin of the 

Serotine. The rest were new to me. 

There are the Eastern Red, Hoary, 

Silver-Haired and Tri-Colored bats. 

The latter was formerly known as the 

Eastern Pipistrelle - and recently 

renamed because it isn’t a pipistrelle! 

 

While my master’s focussed on a 

narrow topic, I have since been able 

explore more general ecology of bats 

here. Our knowledge of North 

American bats is much less 

comprehensive than for European 

ones. This is frustrating at times, but 

also means there’s a lot of 

opportunity to learn new things! 

 

Bat species here only recently gained 

legal protection. This is probably one 

of the reasons we don't know as 

much about them. Sadly, this 

protection results from the 

devastating impact of White Nose 

Syndrome (WNS). WNS is a fungal 

disease that has decimated some 

species here. This led to four species 

(all Myotis and Tri-Colored) gaining 

endangered status. Big Brown bat are 

also at risk from WNS, but do not 

seem to be as affected. The remaining 

three bats do not overwinter in caves, 

are a presumed not to be affected by 

WNS. However, they are affected by 

wind-power developments. I don’t 

think anyone knows enough about 

their populations to quantify the 

possible impacts. 

 

After some freelance contracts, I was 

hired by the Ontario Land Trust 

Alliance (OLTA). OLTA is a small 

charity that assists land trusts across 

the province. Land trusts are like 

Wildlife Trusts in the UK. They are 

charitable groups that buy land for 

conservation. My role was to add bat 

monitoring to OLTA's Conserving 

Species at Risk .program. 

.  

 

Bats Eh! A report from the Great White 
North by Toby Thorne 
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With OLTA I have travelled 

Southern Ontario and seen the 

variety of landscapes here. The data 

we collected in the past season is 

interesting and encouraging. We 

encountered good numbers of bats at 

most sites. This included endangered 

species at many sites, albeit in 

varying numbers. That we are still 

finding affected species six years 

after WNS arrived in Ontario can 

only be encouraging. However, we 

need to be cautious and investigate 

further to understand what this 

means.  

 

I have also been doing a lot of 

outreach. I seem to be increasingly in 

demand to speak about bats and lead 

bat walks. It is encouraging to see the 

level of interest in bats here. It 

doesn’t match the obsession with 

bats in the UK, another reason we 

don’t know as much about species 

here, but things are growing well. 

 

I had some exciting news a couple of 

months ago, when I was hired by the 

Toronto Zoo to work on the Native 

Bat Conservation Program. This is 

part of the Zoo’s commitment to 

become more involved in native 

species conservation. We have big 

plans to grow the program further, 

so watch this space! I am also still 

involved with OLTA, so I suspect 

next summer is going to be a busy 

one! 

 

All in all, with WNS and other 

threats, it is easy to be depressed 

about the future for bats in North 

America. However, it’s too early to 

give in. If we can find a silver lining 

in the devastation of WNS it is the 

huge upsurge in attention and 

interest paid to bats. I am excited to 

be a part of it, and I just hope that we 

can maintain the interest and 

attention in the longer-term. 

 

 

P.S 

If anyone from BBG has plans to visit 

this uncultured continent then feel 

free to get in touch. I’ll do what I can 

to put you in touch with some of the 

local bats. Also, I’m sure my 

publisher would encourage me to 

plug my soon to forthcoming guide 

to the bats of Ontario! 

 

Toby rescuing a Little Brown bat. And if 

you are looking BCT he is wearing a 

glove

 

Derek Smith solves another 
mystery 

This picture appeared on Facebook 

posted by Anne Youngman. Scottish 

Bat Officer with CT purporting to be 

a Medieval bit of work. Hawk eyed 

bird aficionado and bat person Derek 

Smith was suspicious on the grounds 

one of the monks held an American 

Quail which does not appear in 

Europe. 

Our quester after truth then went on 

a hunt and was able to confirm it is 

not medieval 

“I am feeling disgustingly pleased with 

myself at getting to the bottom of it. it is 

"Charles Ricketts and Charles Shannon 

as Medieval Saints," by Edmund Dulac, 

1910. No credit to me - all I did was e-

mail Fitzwilliam Museum and ask them. 

See 

http://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/galler

y/hiddenhistories/biographies/bio/friends

hip/rickettsshannon_biography.html 

Whatever it still has a bat on 

it.
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