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Boxing Clever 
 

 

 
 

Photo Chris Vine 

(Chris carefully photo shopped out safety 

hats, gloves and tethering ropes) 

 

Martin O’Connor has been 

channelling his inner wimble again. 

He managed to scavenge two 

damaged huge hibernation 

Schwegler boxes and used their parts 

to make one new one. A second was 

scavenged and a third box of his own 

design was made in the few minutes 

he had spare from the Luton Project. 

The next question was where to put 

them Martin contacted the 

Greensand Trust’s Phi Irving who 

suggested a site to us and so it was 

that on a bright Sunday afternoon a 

group of bat group  stalwarts 

manhandled these huge boxes into 

the woodland we had chosen ( This 

task was made easier by Colin’s 

sackbarow). The combined skill of 

Martin O’Conn0r, Mark “monkey 

climber “Best ado Steve Freeman   

were soon hard at work. The 

hornbeams objected to being used as 

a bat box site and chewed up several 

drill bits along the way, but in the 

end gave in with good grace and 

even let them wedge the boxes into a 

fork in the branches. 

The team worked really cleverly 

watched from a safe distance by 

Jude, Angie and Bob. Chris Vine took 

some photos of the work in progress, 

which are on the newsgroup and on 

the Bedfordshire Bat Group 

Facebook page 

 

Checking bat boxes 
We always say that there is no point 

in putting up cat boxes if they are not 

checked. Angela Puttock has been 

checking up the on the Harlington 

bat boxes, and Kel has continued to 

check the Queen’s Park Bat boxes – 

though she has yet to spot one in use 

 

Meanwhile Danny has continued to 

check the Priory Country Park 

boxes. He has put up some more 

boxes in Priory Country Park; He 

used a design from the Vincent 

Wildlife Trust which he modified 

slightly.  

Some of the Kent boxes have taken a 

bit of a beating this year. The picture 

below shows the mess made by a 

green woodpecker, who found that 

the box made a great sounding 

board. This enterprising rat bag 

drilled his way through both 

chambers! (more photos on the 

website) 

 

 
Bats in Mind Boxes 
 

We have been selling pyrographed 

boxes made by the Bats in Mind 

Project at events throughout the 

season.  Sale of boxes and badges has 

raised over £100 for the group and 

we have a small fund which will 

allow us to buy them boxes once the 

Luton Project is over 

 

“Why does the Kent Bat 
Box Have two chambers?” 
 

When we went to join Groundwork 

in Houghton Regis as they ran a 

three day John Muir Award for local 

children, this was a question asked 

by Vicky         m    as she interviewed 

children on camera at the end of the 

event. 

One of the children had the obvious 

answer. “One chamber is for the 

babies and the other is for adults, 

because grownups always say they 

need a place to get away from the 

kids” So k now you know. 

 

New record for occupancy 
at Priory Country Park 
 

Danny Fellman is not one to let the 

grass grow under his feet and has 

been playing about with some new 

designs. Recently he put up some 

boxes based on a modified design 

from the Vincent Wildlife Trust and 

was able to report that bats were 

present when he checked the box a 

mere eighteen days later.  Word is 

obviously getting 

around.

 
 


