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_________________________________________________________ 

 

The Highs and Lows of Bat 
care 

 
I have been doing bat care for 2 

seasons now and during the summer 

of 2018 was the first year I have 

looked after so many bats & pups, 

and it was a real “Baptism of Fire”. 

Although I had been given some 

really good advice and help from 

Irene Sabiniarz, who is a very 

experienced Beds Bat carer, it was 

the quantity of Bats coming into care 

that nearly swamped me. 

 
I have had a total of 31 Bats so far 

this year (adult, juvenile and pups), 

mainly Pipistrelles except for one 

Brown Long Eared and one 

Daubenton’s. At one time I had 15 

Bats and 13 of them were pups. I'm 

not really sure why so many pups 

came into care, but maybe it was due 

to very high temperatures in their 

roosts in June and July. 

 

All of the pups were initially on 3 or 

4 milk feeds a day (Royal Canin Baby 

dog milk) so you can probably 

imagine that this was a very time 

consuming task. (A bit like painting 

the Forth rail bridge!) 

Most of the pups were quite happy 

as long as they were getting fed. 

During each feed the pups had their 

tummys carefully examined to check 

they were not overeating, which can 

be fatal. Each pup was also weighed 

and forearm length measured 

regularly to check that they were 

progressing. As each pup got to a 

good weight of around 3 grams, they 

were slowly weaned onto 

mealworms. Some bats took to 

mealworms very quickly and some 

were just very stubborn and really 

wanted to stay on milk, but 

eventually they did all get the hang 

of tucking into mealworms. (Yum 

Yum !) 

 

Obviously, having so many bats each 

eating around 20 mealworms per 

day, it was quite a task making sure I 

had enough to keep these little 

critters happy. 

My postman is now very used to 

delivering boxes of mealworms to 

me regularly and I have tried to 

convince him, without success, that 

it's not me or my wife Jacqui eating 

them!* 

 

When the time comes to release a 

recovered bat, back to where it was 

found, it is very rewarding to see it 

fly off and echolocate and sometimes 

see it start to catch insects straight 

away. 

I also try to get the original finder of 

the bat to see it fly off and usually 

they find this very interesting. It is 

not sad to see a bat fly off, as one 

may imagine, as bats don't make 

good pets unfortunately or I think 

that should be fortunately, for the 

bats.  

Although I've had good success 

raising pups to adult it's not all good 

news as a lot of the adult and 

juvenile bats that get rescued have 

some injuries, especially from cats, 

and have some internal problems 

which sadly shorten their lives. 

 

I would recommend bat care 

generally to anybody that is 

interested as it is very rewarding 

when a good release happens, but 

very sad when it does not work out, 

but anything we can do, I think is 

good as some of these bats can live to 

20+ years. (One particular species, 

the Brandt’s Bat, has been found to 

live to 40+ years). I know that if pups 

come into care it is very time 

consuming and not recommended if 

the carer is not at home during the 

day, but caring for adult bats is not 

too time consuming, as they only 

need feeding and cleaning out once 

per day. If you would like to get 

involved and just start off being a bat 

ambulance driver collecting bats in 
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your local area and delivering them 

to a carer, this would be very 

welcome as Beds Bats need to get 

more helpers throughout 

Bedfordshire. 

So, dear reader, please get in touch if 

you think you may be able to help. 

 

* Ed. No Dave is not a bigamist. I got 

Jackie's name wrong in the last issue. 

Dave had got a wife named Joan. That's 

his story and he is sticking to it. 

 

 

Dave did a brilliant job last season. A 

number of people have come 

forward to help him when he gets 

overloaded. Thanks to Kel and Hedj 

and Aidan for this. Shortly after we 

were tearing our hair out, we were 

joined by Tyrone Capel who lives in 

the south of the county who has 

some bat care experience. No sooner 

had he made this admission than we 

put him in 

contact with 

Dave and he 

has now 

taken bats 

into care. 

We were 

then 

contacted by       

Ashley 

Cooper, who 

joined the 

group 

because she wanted to 

get involved in bat care. 

Naturally we welcomed 

her with open arms, not 

just because she lived in 

the west of the county.  

She has not done bat 

care before, so we gave 

her the letter to get her  

free rabies inoculations. 

The Health Protection 

Agency has recently 

altered their Guidelines 

to GPs, which means 

that we are back to 

fighting to get 

innoculations done. 

(Anyone handling bats 

who is not involved on a 

professional basis is 

entitled to free jabs, 

whatever the GP or 

receptionist says. 

  A talk at the national 

Conference this year 

said that it was like 

playing Russian roulette  

to handle bats without 

the necessary 

innoculations.  

 

So things are looking up for bat care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Drawing courtesy of the Manx 

Bat Group 

 

We are planning some training for 

bat care in the New Year. If you 

would like to get involve please 

contact Dave Bicknell or Jude and 

we'll arrange things from there. 

We provide the necessary 

equipment and will pay for 

mealworms and petrol costs 

provided that you let us have 

receipts for mealworms and a list 

of journeys. This is on the 

understanding that you keep 

appropriate records and let the Bat 

Recorder have records of where 

the bat was collected from. 

 

 

 

Fizz the Brown long eared bat 

All photos by Dave Bicknell 

 


