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_________________________________________________________ 

 

Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings. 
One of the things I'm often asked is 

how does a bat mother tell its 

offspring from others in a roost. 

Within minutes of birth  the pup 

begins to emit isolation calls. These 

are short calls with ultrasonic 

components which often resemble 

parts of the adult call. Pups’ isolation 

calls are generally much lower in 

frequency than echolocation pulses 

and are often uttered repeatedly in 

series. Twin Noctules each have their 

own unique call. 

The adult also makes specific calls to 

her offspring. 

 

Learning to fly 
As the 

wings 

develop so 

the bats 

begins 

doing 

"press 

ups"and at 

about 15 days it starts to flap its 

wings.  
The mother continues to provide 

milk until the young bat  has learnt 

to catch enough food. Young start to 

fly at about 20 days. Youngsters are 

particularly vulnerable at this age as 

they have not built up much in  the 

way of fats reserves. In a bad year  

mortality can reach 80% but the 

overall survival rate is about  30-40%, 

and in good year  survival rates can 

reach 100%.  

The young  bats hunt alone. This is a 

peak time for grounded bats as they 

fail to find their way home. More 

female bats than males survive. 

In the following year 80% of bats 

survive. 

This is a busy time for bat carers as 

bats are found grounded or meander 

into the wrong house. 

 

 
    ___------------- 
Young bats rely on Mum 
for real-estate advice 

 
Offspring are shown to the best bat 

boxes and tree holes, but receive no 

assistance when it comes to self-

catering. Mum is probably delighted 

to be free of her now burgeoning 

baby and can concentrate on 

building up her food reserves for the 

winter, as must her offspring. 

Female bats help their offspring find 

a cosy place to rest — but when the 

youngsters want a meal, they’re on 

their own. 

Bats’ small size and nocturnal habits 

mean relatively little is known about 

their parenting. To learn more, 

Simon Ripperger at the Museum of 

Natural History in Berlin and his 

colleagues attached miniature 

tracking sensors to 60 common 

noctule bats (Nyctalus noctula) 

belonging to a colony in one of the 

city’s forests. 

The scientists found that when 

young bats moved to a new roost 

site, they stayed in close contact with 

their mothers. Mothers sometimes 

made repeated flights between old 

and new roost sites to ‘herd’ their 

offspring to the right location — the 

first time wild bats have been 

recorded guiding their young to 

roost. 

But young bats searching for food 

were not observed with their 

mothers any more often than with 

other tagged bats, indicating that 

parents practice tough love on 

hungry offspring. The authors 

suggest that this might be because 

young bats can find food by 

eavesdropping on any bat. 

Source; Biol. Lett. (2019)  
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