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_________________________________________________________ 
 
Dave Bicknell experiences 
Dawn Swarming. 

 
I was recently invited to observe a 

dawn swarming of Bats at a Church 

which is part of a national project to 

investigate “Bats and Churches”. 

This project is being carried out by 

professional groups as there are 

many hundreds of Churches to 

investigate in England.  

Initially I was intrigued, but then I 

suddenly realised that, as it was the 

end of May, I would need to be on 

site at around 3:00am, half an hour 

before dawn. 

I had never seen a dawn swarming of 

Bats and so I thought, just go for it at 

least once. 

It was thought that there was 1 main 

entrance/exit point for the Bats on the 

south side off the Church, but there 

were 7 or 8 of us located around the 

Church to establish if there were any 

other entrance or exit points. The 

South side was the only entrance/exit 

point that we found. 

At around 3:30 the action started, at 

first just a few bats appeared and 

after about 15minutes or so the 

quantity soon increased until there 

were scores of them just circling 

round outside the Church. It was 

amazing that there were no 

collisions. The Bat detectors were 

going crazy with their echolocations. 

There was also a film crew inside the 

Church filming the entrance to the 

roost with an infra-red camera and a 

thermal image camera. It was 

estimated that there were 100+ 

Soprano Pip's in this roost. 

I think it would be worthwhile for 

everybody to see at least one dawn 

swarming before they go “Toe's up” 

.... even NORMAL people not just 

Batty people ! 

 

Editor's Note 

The National Lottery funded Bats in 

Churches project aims to investigate bats 

use of churches, targeting churches 

which have reported having problems 

with bats. The idea is to get hard data 

and then help badly affected churches to 

find ways of minimising the problem 

Members of the bat group acted as 

unpaid volunteers to help out 

When Chris Damant,  the consultant in 

charge of the count analysed his footage, 

he found that there were 130 bats 

returning. (Cameras can pick up bats 

that the human eye misses.) Bob was 

delighted that they emerged at the very 

point he had told Chris he thought the 

bats were emerging from. 

We'll keep you posted via the newsgroup 

of any further opportunities to have a 

disrupted night. 


