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Some strange 
Canadian Bats 

 
We asked Toby Thorne to do a 

Zoom talk on his work on at 

the Toronto Zoo on his work 

with Canadian Bats. I had got 

used to the idea that Africa 

and other exotic climes 

bristled with unusual bats, but 

thought Canadian bats 

wouldn't  be so different from 

British ones. How wrong I 

was! 

 

Some sound like British ones 

Take  Myotis liebei, the eastern 

small footed myotis - like one 

of ours but with small feet 

right? Well only up to a point. 

It  is an uncommon bat with a 

patchy distribution. 

 

It hibernates in small caves 

overwinter from Nov to April. 

They are often found near cave 

entrances where temperatures 

fall lowest and humidity is low 

which makes them less  

susceptible to the dreaded 

white nose syndrome (WNS). 

It is estimated that  there was 

only (sic) a 12% decrease in 

population between 2006 and 

2011. 

 

They hibernate in groups of at 

most  50 and often far less 

which also protects them from 

WNS to some extent and a few 

have been outside of caves 

hibernating in crevices. 

Not so odd I hear you say. 

Wait for it. One of the big 

puzzles was where they go in 

summer. Bat biologists hunted 

high and low with no success, 

because the critter have  a 

counter-intuitive  hiding place. 

In 2011 they were found using 

ground level rock roosts in 

talus slopes, rock fields and 

vertical cliff faces for their 

summer roosts (see photo 

below). 

On average they change their 

roosts every 1.1 days, males 

travel about 41 metres 

between consecutive roosts 

and females around 67 metres. 

They also found that females 

roosting sites were closer to 

ephemeral water sources than 

male's roosts. Females who 

have young require roost sites 

that receive a lot of sunlight in 

order to keep the pups warm 

while the mother is away from 

the roost. 

 

To make things more crazy the 

females often bask in the sun 

during the day time. It is 

worth bearing  in mind that 

there are 8 species of snake in 

Canada. 

 

 A lactating female (left) and a 

juvenile (right) Eastern small-

footed bat visible in the entrance 

to their maternity roost. 


