
Bedfordshire Naturalist no. 59 part 1, 21-23  (2006) 

BARBASTELLE RADIO-TRACKING IN BEDFORDSHIRE 
by Tony Aldhous 

 

Last year the Bat Group was able to catch and radio-tag a male Barbastelle, which 

was tracked for two weeks around the Old Warden area. The aim for this year was to 

try and catch a female and track it back to the maternity roost. Highlands Ashes, a 

small, remote woodland, was the chosen site for netting, as Barbastelle bats are 

known to fly in there, this wood connects to many other areas, something that seems 

to be important for Barbastelles.  

  

On 1st June 2004 three nets were set in the woodland; two along the main ride, and 

one across a narrow woodland spur that connects the corner of the wood to another 

nearby wood.  

 

Although the site is not ideal for mist netting, because most of the trees along the 

main ride are tall and straight, after half an hour, a single female Barbastelle flew into 

one of the nets on the main ride. At about the same time, nine female Daubenton’s 

bats flew into the net across the woodland spur. This net was probably set near a 

Daubenton’s roost, although this was not followed up. All the bats were quickly 

extracted from the nets. The Daubenton’s bats were immediately released.  

 

The Barbastelle was in good condition, so Tony Aldhous, who was licensed by 

English Nature to radio-tag Barbastelles, attached a 0.4g radio transmitter to the bat 

using special medical adhesive. The bat was released as soon as the glue was dry. The 

tag does not harm the bat, and allows us to follow her for a week or so, until the 

battery fails or the tag falls off, which it will do sooner or later. 

 

The tag came off after eight days, which gave us plenty of time to follow her around 

and find out where she was feeding and roosting. 

 

The bat led us to three new tree roosts, one in Palmers Wood and two in Highlands 

Ashes. All were in oak trees, under loose bark. Most nights we were able to count the 

bats as they emerged from the roost, the highest total being 16 bats. Unlike the bat we 

tracked last year, this bat tended to go north through Sheerhatch Wood, and hunt 

around Bottom Wood and Willowhill Farm. Some nights it reached the River Ouse 

north of Willowhill Farm. 

 

A summary of the results is given in Table 1 overleaf, followed by a map showing the 

area used by the bat. 
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Table 1. Summary of radio-tracking of female Barbastelle in the Old Warden area of Bedfordshire 

 

Night Sunset Sunrise 

Bat emerged from 

No. bats 

emerged 

Tracking 

hours 

Contact 

hours 

Main feeding 

area(s) 

Max 

dist./ 

km □ roost 

number 
at time† 

1st/ 2nd 21.12 4.46 - - - 5½ (all night) 3½ 

Around 

Bottom 

Wood, 
Willowhill 

Farm 

4.5 

2nd/ 3rd 21.13 4.45 1* 21.50 10 
4 (evening + 
dawn) 

2½ 
Around 
Bottom Wood 

4.0 

3rd /4th 21.14 4.44 2 21.35 4+ 
4 (evening + 

dawn) 
2½ 

Around 

Bottom Wood 
3.5 

4th/ 5th 21.15 4.44 

3? (not 

confirmed 

pm) 

- - - -   

5th/ 6th 21.16 4.43 2 21.48 – 21.58 11 6¼ (all night) 5½ 

Around 

Bottom 
Wood, 

Willowhill 

Farm, Chalton 
Farm, 

Sheerhatch 

Wood 

4.5 

6th/ 7th 21.17 4.43 2 22.01 16 1½ (evening) ¾ 
Around 

Bottom Wood 
3.5 

7th/8th 21.17 4.43 2 22.01 13 ½  (evening) ¼   

8th/9th 21.18  ? - - -    

9th 21.19  ? - 10 (roost 2) -    

      Total  21¾ Total 15   

 

Notes to Table 1: 

 * There was a change of roost during the day on 2
nd

 June. 

† The tagged bat was usually the last out of the roost (although it is possible that others 

emerged after we had moved away to track the bat). The first bat emerged at a mean time of 

21 minutes after sunset (range 7-30 min). 
□
 Approximate maximum distance from emergence roost. Note that roost no. 1 is 

approximately 0.9 km from roosts 2 and 3. 
Nights tracking: 6  (of which 2 were full nights, 2 were evening + dawn, 1 was 

evening only and 1 was emergence only) 

Percentage of tracking hours with contact: 69% 

Tag life: 7-8 days on the bat. Signal continued for at least 2 more days. 

Roosts located:  3, all oak trees; roost 1 was in Palmers Wood, roosts 2 and 3 were in 

Highlands Ashes. 
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Map of Old Warden showing area used by radio-tagged barbastelles 

 

 


